These October Devotionals originally appeared in my Daily Bible Devotional blog
over the last two years. For more devotions on a variety of subjects, be sure to visit
my website, Devotional Reflections from the Bible.

This eBook is dedicated to my son, David, who gives up a lot of “Mom” time so I am
able to work on my eBooks. Bless you David. Thankfully we have school time together;
my prayer is that you will grow to be a spiritual giant like your father.

All the pictures in October devotions were taken by me in Pella and Knoxville, Iowa, and
in Lake of the Ozarks, Laurie, Missouri.
Thank-you for downloading my free eBook. I pray that you will be as blessed by reading
these devotions as I have been by writing them.
In Christ,
Linda

Check these links to visit my other websites:
Christian Success Institute
Christian Business Advice
Scriptures
To build your own web-site, I highly recommend Site Build It.

October 1
Tests of Life

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
Psalm 139:23
This third I will bring into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. They
will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, "They are my people," and they will
say, "The Lord is our God."
Zechariah 13:9
His work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.
I Corinthians 3:13
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he
will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
James 1:12
Tests of Life
We are not Christians very long before we become familiar with God's tests of life. Why does God
do that to us? Three reasons are given in the verses above; first we are refined like silver and
gold, second our Godliness is revealed to those around us, and third we will receive the crown of
life.
The Bible tells us that "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) When
our child comes in covered with dirt, what is the first thing we want to do? Clean him up, right?
God does the same thing to us to grow us and to increase our faith. When we are refined in the
fire we shine more and more for Christ and our faith grows. Without adversity or trials we would
be very paltry Christians. As a matter of fact, God's Church grows and remains more faithful
much more quickly under persecution.

God also tests us to reveal our faith to ourselves, to others, and also to God. When you have
doubts about your own faith, think back on times of adversity when you cried out to God for help
and He answered. What about the people all around you everyday; even if they don't say
anything they watch you, especially if they know you are a Christian. When God sends troubles to
you, they see how you deal with it. Do you complain and grumble, or do you pray to God for help
and then let it rest in His hands? God uses us to be a living testimony for Him to the people
around us (even our families). We are saved by grace, through Christ and not by works, but our
works do reveal our true faith in God.
Blessed is the man who perseveres! What does that mean? When all is said and done and we go
before God at the end of our lives, will we be shown to have persevered by faith through all of the
trials God has sent to us? Does that mean that God saves us but we have to keep ourselves
saved by doing the right thing for the rest of our lives. No! God saves us, and God keeps us. Our
persevering reveals God's faithfulness to us in bringing us through all of the adversities that come
our way. Perseverance is what God uses to reveal who His true saints are. These true believers
will receive the crown of life at the end of days, which they will then cast at the feet of Christ, who
alone saved them and kept them throughout their days here on earth.
Pray today that you will faithfully respond to the tests of life that God sends your way today.

Christian Business Advice – Study the Word of God,
and learn how to be a successful Christian in life as well as
in business. Sign up for Pastor Bobby’s free newsletter and
receive a free download of his book, Conflict Resolution.

October 2
God is our Teacher

You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will
teach you what to do.
Exodus 4:15
God is exalted in His power. Who is a teacher like Him?
Job 36:22
"Teacher," they said, "We know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of
God in accordance with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no
attention to who they are.
Matthew 22:16
God is Our Teacher
Who is God? God is our Teacher. The Bible passages shown above show three aspects of being
a teacher. In Exodus 4, God is speaking to Moses assuring Him that He would teach Moses and
Aaron what to do. In Job 36, the question is posed, "Who is a teacher like Him [God]? In Matthew
22, the Pharisees, when speaking to Jesus, acknowledge to Jesus that He is a man of integrity
who teaches the way of God in accordance with the truth.
In Exodus 4, Moses has just seen the burning bush, and is being confronted by God. God tells
Moses that He has chosen Him to lead the Children of Israel out of Egypt. We are so like Moses
who brought up every excuse he could think of to avoid having to go before the Children of Israel
and then Pharaoh and speak to them. Finally, God chooses Aaron to be the spokesperson, but
still insists that He will only speak to Moses, who then must tell Aaron what to say. God then
assures Moses that when the time comes, He will teach Moses what to say?
Have you ever balked at sharing your faith in Christ because you were afraid you would say the
wrong thing, or you didn't feel confident in your knowledge of the Bible? Sharing Christ is not the
same as giving a sermon or teaching a Bible class. Sharing Christ is just a natural part of living
each day in obedience to the Lord. As opportunities arise, simply stating truths such as, I couldn't
make it through a day without the help of God. God will bring the circumstances to past, and then,
like He did with Moses, will give you the words to say.
Job 36 reminds us that there is no teacher like God. In truth, every subject you study should be
compared with Scripture. Trying to learn any subject apart from the truths of the Bible can

certainly lead you astray! Remember, all of the laws of nature, principles of mathematics, and
biological discoveries are all part of God's creation. He is the great Teacher who grants us the
opportunity to grow in wisdom through His written Word, the Bible. Any teaching that contradicts
God's Word is wrong!
Matthew 22 brings us to a discussion between the Pharisees and Jesus. The Pharisees did not
know that they were stating the obvious because Christ is God, therefore everything He teaches
is in accordance to His Word. As Christians, we need to pray that God will give us boldness to
trust completely in Him without paying attention to the false ideas of people around us, no matter
who they are. No teacher, professor, pastor, friend, governor, president, movie star, sports hero,
or anyone else is exempt from the truths of God's Word. To the degree that they are faithful to
God's teachings we should listen to them. The standard for truth is the Bible, no matter who we
are.
Who is God? God is our Teacher.

Scriptures Take a look at this unique opportunity to participate in a Christian
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October 3
Promises of God’s Protection

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.
2 Chronicles 16:9
The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them.
Psalm 34:7
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in Him I will
trust." Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous
pestilence. He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take
refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.
Psalm 91:1-4
They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.
Revelation 20:9
Promises of God’s Protection
Christians have the promise of God's Protection. How important is protection to us? Americans
spend a lot of money to buy protection. Car insurance, house insurance, and life insurance help
them to protect their money from losses or injury. Taxes cover law enforcement, and fire
protection for their property. Many people hire body guards; the President is surrounded by the
protection of the secret service.
How effective is the protection we buy? Insurances may cover financial loss, but they do not
actually protect the property we own or even our very own lives from damage or injury. Life is
filled with surprises; a calm, peaceful life can be changed in an instant.
Not so for the Christian, however; God's protection surrounds us all of the time. But wait, don't
Christians get sick or suffer loss or even death, too? Yes, they do! Christians, however, have the
confidence that everything that happens in their life comes from God and is for a higher purpose
that just their life or comfort. Christians know that they are all a part of God's plan, and that their
life is not in vain.
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

Psalm 91:1 is my life verse; it helps me get up each morning and live each day, in spite of the
difficulties that come my way. After this life, we Christians will have the ultimate protection: life
everlasting with God our Father.
Revelation 91:1-4, shown above, gives the account of the last battle for God's people. When
God's people are surrounded by their enemies, when all hope is lost, God will send fire down
from heaven to destroy all of God's enemies and protect God's people forever.
God's Word is filled with the promise of God's protection! Trust Him, believe Him, live in
confidence that God is always there. Not a hair can fall from your head without the knowledge of
God; He will always be right there for His people.

Daily Bible Devotions
This blog features a newly written devotional for each day.

October 4
Promises of God’s Guidance

Is it Fall or Winter?
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
Psalm 23:1-2
I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in paths they have not
known. I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. These things I
will do for them, and not forsake them.
Isaiah 42:16
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways, to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the
remission of their sins, . . . . To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Luke 1: 76-77 and 79
Promises of God’s Guidance
The Bible gives us many promises of God's guidance. The 23rd Psalm reminds us that God is
always with us, Isaiah 42 shows us that God clears the way before us, and Luke 1 tells us that
Christ came to give the knowledge of salvation and guide our feet into the way of peace.
In a world filled with turmoil and unrest, what a comfort we find in the 23rd Psalm. We do not
become a Christian and then find that we are left on our own; God is always with us, leading and
guiding in the way we should go. Psalm 23:2 says, He leads me beside the still waters. What a
beautiful picture that paints.
Isaiah goes even further when it says, I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places
straight. We never need to live in fear; God will turn the darkness to light and make the crooked
and difficult paths straight. How prone we are, however, to live in fear and turmoil about the
future. Trust in the Lord; He alone can lead you and make the way safe before you.
Now, look at the beautiful words of Luke 1:79, To give light to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. In this life we often pass through the

Valley of the Shadow of Death; darkness often seems to overwhelm us. How difficult it is for us to
trust Christ to guide us in the way of peace. God is faithful; He will guide us safely through all of
the circumstances of this life until it is time for us to go home to be with Him forever.
Pray today for that peace and for those quiet waters. Ask God for the grace and help to live,
trusting in the promises of God's guidance.

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.
2 Timothy 2:15
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October 5
Sanctify the Lord God in Your Heart

13 And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?
14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their
terror, neither be troubled;
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they
may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.
1 Peter 3:13-16
Sanctify the Lord God in Your Heart
In these verses Peter encourages us to sanctify the Lord God in our heart. What does that mean?
Sanctify, according to Webster's Dictionary, means to set apart for a religious purpose, or to free
from sin. Often we are quick to polish up the outside, our clothes and our visible actions, but we
forget to sanctify our hearts. Yet, if we cry out to the Lord for salvation and for help to purify
(sanctify) our hearts, our outside actions, even the way we clothe ourselves, will reflect what is in
our hearts.
Peter also asks, and then answers a question in verses 13 and 14. If you follow Christ, who will
harm you? But if you suffer for Christ, be happy and do not be in terror of those who seek to do
you harm. Truly, no one can harm you if you are a follower of Christ. Nothing they do, even up to
taking your life, can pull you out of the hand of God.
What of those who speak evil of you? Because you have a good conscience before God, they will
be ashamed because they speak evil of you. That shame may not come until they stand before
God in judgment, but it will come!
Pray today that you will sanctify the Lord God in Your Heart and live with eternity's values in view.

October 6
Praying Regularly

My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning I will direct it to You, and I
will look up.
Psalm 5:3
Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice.
Psalm 55:17
I rise before the dawning of the morning, And cry for help; I hope in Your word.
Psalm 147:19
And this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the
temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.
Luke 2:37
There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the
Italian Regiment, a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave
alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.
Acts 10:1-2
For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your
sake before our God, night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and
perfect what is lacking in your faith?
1 Thessalonians 3:9-10
Praying Regularly
One of the greatest "secrets" of having a powerful prayer life is praying regularly. That sounds
almost too simple, doesn't it? The Psalms are filled with encouragements for regular prayer. In
addition, the Bible gives us some specific examples of prayer warriors whose lives had a great
impact upon the ministry of Christ.

In the Psalms shown above, we are encouraged to pray in the morning; morning, evening, and at
noon; and before the dawning of the morning. I am a piano teacher; one of the greatest pieces of
advice I give to my students is to practice at the same time each day. I know that my students are
more likely to get their practice in if they have a regularly scheduled practice time each day. I've
noticed that the same thing is true of my prayer life. If I wait until I have the time, it never
happens.
I love the story of Anna; she was a widow of 84 years, who had never heard of retirement. Her
duty before God was to serve God with fastings and prayers night and day. God rewarded her
faithfulness by allowing her to see the Messiah, Jesus Christ when he was still an infant. Imagine
experiencing that and then being ushered into heaven; what a perfect ending to a Godly life!
In the story of Cornelius in Acts 10, we find that God is opening the doors of the kingdom of
heaven to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews. Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Regiment,
feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God
always. This is not the first time we read of a devout man of God who has a regular prayer life.
Reading on in this story, we learn that God answered those prayers by sending Peter to minister
to Cornelius and his family. Through a series of visions, God showed Peter that he was to
minister to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews.
What conclusion do we draw from these verses? For what thanks can we render to God for you,
for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, night and day praying
exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith? (1 Thessalonians
3:9-10)
Are you struggling in your Christian walk? Does it seem like your prayers just bounce off the
ceiling? Pick a time that you can come before God each day reading your Bible and praying.
Praying regularly and having that time of daily fellowship with God will enrich your Christian walk
and increase your faith. Remember, our real purpose on this earth is to serve God. How can we
serve Him if we never talk to Him?

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Hebrews 4:12, KJV
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October 7
Christ the Living Stone

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God,
and precious,
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.
7 Unto you therefore which believe He is precious: but unto them which be disobedient,
the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner,
8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the
word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.
1 Peter 2:4-8
Christ the Living Stone
Notice how Peter is building on the former verses: God is our Living Hope, we need to be holy
because God is holy, we need to lay aside our sins and taste that the Lord is gracious, and now
we become living stones because of Christ, THE Living Stone. Why is Christ called a stone?

The answer is found in verse 6 which quotes from Isaiah 40:6-8:
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.

Christ is the cornerstone, the foundation of the building who was rejected by men but chosen by
God and precious to Him. Christ's followers, then, are living stones built upon Christ; we are part
of His spiritual house. As a part of the house, we all have a definite purpose in the plan of God.

Now Peter illustrates the great chasm that exists between believers and unbelievers. Christ, the
Living Stone is precious to His children, but to the unbelievers in Christ, He is a stumbling block
and offensive. Remember the war between Satan and God, and therefore between Satan's
followers and the children of God, will never end until God brings it to its final conclusion at the
end of time. No matter how nicely we treat those around us, if they are not followers of Christ,
everything we do and say will be a stumbling block and offensive to them.

Christ's children are called to be holy or set apart from the world. Pray for the grace of God to
work in your behalf so that you will understand that those who are offended by you because of
your faith are really offended by God. People today build a God of their own choosing; one who is
easier for them to tolerate. As they see the true gospel displayed before them through your life,
they will be offended.

Praise God for Christ, the Living Stone, our Cornerstone!
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October 8
Abundant Life

7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.
8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find
pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
John 10:7-10, NKJV
Abundant Life
A truly abundant life only comes through Christ. Jesus loved to tell stories and paint verbal
pictures to illustrate a truth. John 10 is an example of a story Jesus used to convey the difference
between true and false teachers. He was careful to point out that only through Him, the true
Shepherd could one find life, and have it more abundantly.
How could sheep have a more abundant life? Did they really care if their sheepfold was made out
of sticks, straw, or gold? Understanding this helps us to understand what message Christ was
trying to convey to the people in this passage.
An abundant life to sheep would mean a life with no fear or cares. There was no fear of the attack
of wild animals because the shepherd was there to protect them. If they were sick or hurt, the
shepherd would bind there wounds and care for them. They never had to worry about food or
water because the shepherd found good pasture and clear pools of water for them to eat and
drink.
As a Christian, we have an abundant life through Christ; our life is abundant whether we are rich
or poor, or whether we are an executive or a ditch digger. Christ opens our eyes and reveals to
us a spiritual life that carries us beyond the mundane aspects of this life. Through the Bible and
the preaching of the Word we are fed the truths of God's Word and are able to apply these truths
to our daily lives. We no longer have to fear the onslaughts of the Devil as we will never be torn
from the Father's hand.

We do not fear the future because we know that God is in control of all things. He has given us a
job to do in His kingdom while here on earth. When that job is completed, He will usher us into
His eternal kingdom forever!
Go to Christ, the Door. He will grant to you a truly abundant live on this earth and forever in
Heaven with Him.

Start your own Christian business today!

October 9
Let This Mind Be In You

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of
you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:1-11, NKJV
Let This Mind Be In You
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.
Pride! One of the greatest obstacles of the Christian life is overcoming our own pride. Paul, in this
passage of Scripture encourages us to overcome our pride by looking to Jesus Christ, and by His
grace, modeling our lives after Him. As such, we are to think of everyone else as better than
ourselves and to look after the interests of others.
What is our great model? Our model is the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is
equal to God because He is God! Yet, look at what He did? He put on the likeness of men,
became flesh, and entered this life as a servant. He was not born as a King in an ostentatious
castle, but rather in a shed among the cows and sheep. Even more amazing, He did all of this for
His people, knowing from the beginning that His purpose was to die on the cross to save a people
for Himself.

As we meditate on this, do you see how very foolish our own pride is? What could we ever
possibly be or have that would make us higher or better than God? Nothing! Upon becoming a
Christian our goals and purposes in this life immediately change. Before our goals were to glorify
ourselves, but now our new goals are to glorify God and to advance His Kingdom here on earth.
We may not be called upon to die for our faith, but even if we are, how can we not humble
ourselves and submit ourselves to that death for the sake of Christ, who willingly left His
Heavenly home to come to this earth to die for us? Our death will not save anyone, not even
ourselves. Only Christ could do that, but, our death may be used by God to grow His Church.
Do you realize that everyone in verses 9 - 11 really means everyone? At the end of time,
everyone, Christians and non-Christians will bow the knee to Christ. At that time everyone will
understand who Christ is and what He has done for His people. The unsaved will be cast into Hell
knowing that they truly deserve that punishment for rejecting Christ; for rejecting God Himself!
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus. Think about these verses and pray, today,
that God will give to you the mind of Christ!
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October 10
Commended by Christ

2And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die.
3And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him
that he would come and heal his servant.
4And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy
for whom he should do this:
5For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.
6Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that
thou shouldest enter under my roof:
7Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my
servant shall be healed.
8For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one,
Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and
he doeth it.
9When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said
unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in
Israel.
10And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been
sick.
Luke 7:2-10, King James Version
Commended by Christ
The familiar story of the Centurion commended by Christ is recorded for us in Luke 7. What do
we know about this Centurion? What is so remarkable about this man that he should receive a
special commendation from Christ? How is his faith in Christ revealed?
The Centurion was a Roman soldier in command of 100 men. When his servant fell ill, he went to
the rulers of the synagogue and told them to go to Jesus asking that his servant would be healed.
He felt that he was too unworthy to approach Jesus himself, so he sent the religious rulers. What
did they tell Jesus? And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he
was worthy for whom he should do this: For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a
synagogue.
The religious leaders still did not get it, did they? The Centurion knew that He was too unworthy

to approach Christ, but the religious leaders, not understanding who Christ was, proclaimed the
centurion worthy because of his love for the nation and his building of a synagogue. Don't we
tend to do the same thing? We see the those who spend their money in behalf of the church as
being somehow more worthy than others.
In spite of their misunderstanding, Jesus went to the Centurion's house. When Jesus was not far
from the Centurion's house, the Centurion saw Him and sent friends to Him, saying: Lord, trouble
not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: Wherefore neither
thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.
How did Jesus respond? When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him
about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith,
no, not in Israel. And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that
had been sick.
This Centurion had not seen Jesus; he had only heard of the miracles that he had done. We, too,
have not seen Jesus, the God Man, performing these miracles, but we have heard of them
through the recorded Word of God. We are called by God to have faith in this Christ who came to
this earth to die on behalf of the sins of His people. Many read the Bible and do not understand or
believe it; no one comes to Christ except by faith. In faith we read the Bible, and through that faith
the Holy Spirit grants us understanding.
What do we learn from the centurion commended by Christ? Christ commends those who have
faith in Him; as a matter of fact, this faith is more important that anything we do or say to advance
the Kingdom of God. Only by faith do we fall down before Christ and, knowing our own
unworthiness, cry out to Him for salvation. May God grant you this same faith!
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow!
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October 11
Roaring Lion

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour:
9 Whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in
your brethren that are in the world.
1 Peter 5:8-9
Roaring Lion
Who is the devil? Peter calls the devil a Roaring Lion and your adversary. That is the problem
right there! We, as Christians, know that the devil is real, but we tend to forget that he is our
adversary. While the world is enthralled with the devil, making him the subject of jokes and
movies, we must take him very seriously.
The devil is the great deceiver; except for the grace of God, even believers would be swept away
by his lure. Peter, therefore, encourages us to be sober and vigilant; never believe that you are
beyond his reach no matter how godly you may be! Cry out to God for the power to resist him.
Understand also that all Christians are afflicted by the devil; you are not alone in your struggle.
Draw near to God, read the Word, pray, attend church, and seek the fellowship of other believers.
Don't be critical of other believers; you have not been called to walk the road that they are
walking. Above all, don't take the roaring lion lightly; only by the grace of God are you able to
resist him.
Pray that God will continually grow your spiritual life in spite of the attacks of the devil, and that
your life will show forth the peaceable fruits of righteousness.

October 12
Moses Adopted by God

8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 "O Lord, if I have found favor in
your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people,
forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance."
10 Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do
wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will
see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 11 Obey what I command
you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perruzites, Hivites
and Jebusites. 12 Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you
are going, or they will be a snare among you. 13 Break down their altars, smash their
sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 14 Do not worship any other god, for the
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.
Exodus 34:8-14, NIV
Moses Adopted by God
Like Abraham, Exodus 34 shares with us the story of Moses Adopted by God. In verse 8, Moses
pleads with God to go with the Children of Israel who God has placed under Moses' care.
Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your
inheritance. Moses didn't just want God's leadership, He wanted God's inheritance.
How did God answer Moses? Not only am I adopting you, but I am making a covenant with you!
Your part in the covenant is (verse 14), Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose
name is Jealous, is a jealous God.
Does God give the same command to His children today? What does it mean to worship another
God? Is God only talking about false idols and gods that many people worship in our world
today?

Anything that comes between you and God is an idol or god! What is the most important thing in
life to you? Has it become your god? God is truly a jealous God; He desires our worship, love,
and obedience above any other thing this world has to offer. Is it a sin to have fun? Absolutely
not! But the "fun" we have must never take precedence over God.
Just as Moses, adopted by God, understood exactly what God was telling Him, so, we too, need
to understand the significance of being adopted by God. It is not possible to accept Christ as your
Savior without making Him Lord of your life. The very nature of His adoption means that
everything in your life has changed. Whatever is important to Christ is now important to you.
I am reminded of a chorus I sang as a teenager (a long time ago).
Things are different now,
Something happened to me,
When I gave my heart to Jesus.
Things are different now,
Something happened that day,
when I gave my heart to Him.
Things I loved before have passed away.
Things I love far more have come to stay.
Things are different now,
Something happened that day,
When I gave my heart to Him.

Bible Devotions for Women

October 13
Joy Inexpressible

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been
grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and
glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you
do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9
receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
1 Peter 1:3-9, NKJV
Joy Inexpressible
You rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory. I hope these past few devotions on spiritual joy
have been as encouraging to you as they have been to me. Peter does such a wonderful job of
summarizing this topic for us and reminding us again of the inexpressible joy we have in Christ.
This joy has been given to us by God, not because we deserve or merit it in any way, but
because He, in His abundant mercy, has provided it for us through the death and resurrection of
His Son, Jesus Christ. Not only did we not earn it, but we can not do one thing to keep it! God has
provided everything, and He has reserved it for us forever. We are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Remember that as you go about life today. Our joy should not be diminished even as we go
through the trials of life as we are tested by God. As we continue to trust in Christ, the
genuineness of our faith, which is more precious than gold, will be found to praise, honor, and
glorify Christ when He is revealed at the last day. This is the Christ whom we love, though we
have not seen Him, with joy inexpressible and full of glory.
Pray today that you will live this day with complete joy knowing that you will receive the end of
your faith--the salvation of your soul!

October 14
Come Near to God

4You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward
God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5Or do
you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies
intensely? 6But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
7Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Come near
to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning
and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
James 4:4-10, NIV
Come Near to God
Remember that passage from Joshua 24:15 (KJV):
Choose you this day whom ye will serve; . . . but as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.
Just as the Children of Israel were continually bombarded with the temptations of the world, so,
too, do we face that same temptation every single day of our lives. God is a jealous God;
friendship with the world is hatred to God? Look at the next sentence, Anyone who chooses to be
a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. God draws the lines very tightly; there is no in
between ground.
The situation seems hopeless, doesn't it? How can we help but be overcome by the temptations
of this world. Actually, we can not, but, God can! But he gives us more grace. That is why
Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
Our goal as Christians is to come near to God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our
mind. God will not have it any other way. I fear we have weakened our perception of God by
thinking that He will be pleased with our half-hearted service to Him, and will understand when we
are continually drawn back into the world and away from Him. There really is no middle ground!
What, then, is the answer? Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
Pray today that you would come near to God in humbleness of spirit leaving the world far behind.
Not only will God come near to you, but He will also lift you up!

October 15
Are You a King?

33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are You the
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for yourself about this, or
did others tell you this concerning Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own
nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?” 36 Jesus
answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants
would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from
here.” 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the
world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My
voice.”
John 18:33-37, NKJV
Are You a King?
In the passage shown above we read the amazing account of the conversation between Jesus
and Pilate, just before Christ's crucifixion. How did Jesus answer Pilate's question? You say
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world,
that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.
Jesus did not approach Pilate with bargains to obtain His release. His release was not an option;
it would not fulfill His purpose. Though the Jews were expecting the Messiah to set up an earthly
kingdom, Jesus explained, My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not
from here.
Do we wonder at the rejection of Christ all around us? Salvation is offered - eternal salvation free for the taking! Yet, most turn away from the Truth, turn away from Christ, and seek their own
salvation their own way. This should not surprise us. Look at the reaction of the religious people
who heard the words of Jesus Christ and saw the miracles He performed. Pilate said, “Your own
nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?”
What had He done? He was perfect! That very perfection was an affront to the religious leaders
who sought glory for themselves. Jesus only gave glory to God and true salvation to the people,
young and old, rich and poor.
Why then should we marvel at the reaction of people around us? Remember what Christ told the
disciples in Luke 10:16: He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who
rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.

Are You a King? Yes, for the true believer, Christ is our King, the Lord of Glory who offered up
His life for our salvation. What, then, is our true mission? Do those things which bring glory to our
King and advance His kingdom on this earth. Everything we do, say, and think should be focused
on that mission.
It is not an easy task, we are so quick to stumble. Go to Christ; He not only saves us, He forgives
us, and strengthens us so that we may more faithfully serve Him.

Devotions for Children

October 16
Spiritual Vision

12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech, 13 unlike
Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at
the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken
away in Christ. 15 But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 16
Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the
Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.
2 Corinthians 3:12-18, NKJV
Spiritual Vision
Have you ever wondered why so many people read the Bible and yet do not have a clue as to
what it really means to be a Christian? The words are right there before their eyes; it would seem
that anyone with at least a second grade reading level could just read the Gospel of John,
especially chapter 3, and understand how to become a Christian? Just think about that for a
minute. Think of the throngs of people who followed Jesus, the Son of God, and yet never
became believers. How hard, then, is it to imagine the same being true of those reading God's
Word, the Bible?
Paul, in 2 Corinthians, tells us that unbelievers have a veil over their face; they are blind. It is not
that they just need new glasses, they need new eyes! How then can some see while others can
not?
But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. Nevertheless when one turns
to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
There it is! Only through Christ can our eyes be opened; without the veil being removed we will
never be able to understand the Bible. Do you know people around you who stubbornly refuse to
believe the Bible, or taunt you because of your belief? There is nothing you can do to change
their mind! However, God can. Pray that God will lift the veil off their heart.
I love 2 Corinthians 3:18: But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

Not only does God remove the veil, but He transforms us by the Spirit of the Lord. We will never
be the same again! Everything changes for the Christian when their spiritual vision changes. We
live the same life and go through the same motions each day, and yet we see and understand
things that we never saw before. Peace and joy have replaced worry and doubt.
Pray today that God will give you spiritual vision. If you are a Christian and your glasses have
become smudged and blurry by sin and doubt, go to Christ. He will clean them

Great Women of the Bible Devotions

October 17
Poor Widow

1And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.
2And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.
3And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they
all:
4For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her
penury hath cast in all the living that she had.
Luke 21:1-4, King James Version
Poor Widow
When Jesus commends this poor widow in the above passage is He saying that we should give
every penny we have to Him? Is Jesus only speaking of money? These are good questions to
ponder. How should we apply this passage to our own lives?
First, we must remember that we look on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart.
This woman, out of her full and complete love for Christ, cast in the two mites that she had. When
we give to the work of God, do we do so grudgingly? Do we tithe only because we have to? In 2
Corinthians 9:7 God tells us, Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.
Is Jesus only speaking of money? When I was a child I remember learning in Sunday School the
3 T's of Giving: Time, Talent, and Treasure.
When we give our tithe to the Lord have we taken care of the debt we owe to Him? How do you
spend your time? Do you go to church once or twice on a Sunday and then put your Bible away
until the next Sunday? What about the talents and abilities God has given to you? How do you
use these for the work of God? These are tough questions which can make us feel quite
uncomfortable.
Truly, nothing that we could ever do could pay the debt we owe to Christ. God knows our
propensity to selfishness; He also knows that true joy and peace for His children come from
spending time in His Word and in prayer.

The words of a familiar hymn really say it all:

O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame,
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!
Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I sought the Lord?
Where is the soul refreshing view
Of Jesus and His Word?
What peaceful hours I once enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still!
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill.
The dearest idol I have known,
What e'er that idol be,
Help me to tear it from Thy throne
And worship only Thee.
So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the Lamb.
Amen!

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under
The shadow of the Almighty.
Psalm 91:1, KJV

October 18
Hope for the Hopeless

12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me
faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love
which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this
reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a
pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever.
Amen.
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Hope for the Hopeless
This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom I am chief.
In a series of devotions on the mission of Christ, it is inevitable that we come down to ourselves in
saying that Christ brought hope for the hopeless. When we read the testimony of Paul in his first
letter to Timothy it is like looking in a mirror. After all, who did Christ come to save, the sinners or
the righteous? Like Paul, we receive mercy from Christ because we sinned ignorantly in unbelief.
Now look at verse 16: However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ
might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting
life. Do you understand what Paul is saying? When we observe the life of Paul we have hope; just
as Christ was longsuffering to Paul, so He is longsuffering to us. No matter who we are or what
we have done, there is always hope for us in Christ.
What about those around us? Just as in the case of Paul, those who live and work around us and
know us also have hope when they see that, as Christ was longsuffering to us, so He will be
longsuffering to them. The Mission of Christ becomes our mission as well - the advancement of

Christ's Kingdom on this earth through the spread of the Gospel. What an amazing God we have!
Like Paul, we must also conclude:
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Sign up for my free monthly Holiday Ezine.

October 19
I Came to Save the World

44 Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him
who sent Me. 45 And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 46 I have come as a light into
the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. 47 And if anyone
hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the
world but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has
that which judges him the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I
have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command,
what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting
life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”
John 12:44-50, NKJV
I Came to Save the World
Jesus said, I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. It is hard for us to
comprehend God in Three Persons who are one God. In this passage, Jesus differentiates His
purpose as the God Man. He did not come in judgment; He came to grant salvation.
In this respect, everything that Jesus Christ did was in obedience to the command of God. And I
know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has
told Me, so I speak.
Does that mean that there is no judgment for those who do not believe? Hebrews 2:3 says, How
shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? Yes, there is judgment for those who do not
believe. It is not Christ, however, but the Word of God which judges unbelievers. He who rejects
Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him, the word that I have spoken will
judge him in the last day.
Christ, the perfect man, never lost sight of His mission for coming to this earth. From the time His
earthly mission began (even before then), everything He said and did was for the salvation of His
people. The Jewish people of that day did not understand it, the disciples did not understand it,
and even today most people do not understand it.
Unless God opens the eyes of the blind, they do not see. After three years of service with Christ,

the disciples did come to understand the mission of Christ. We see the results in the powerful
books of the New Testament written by Christ's disciples.
What do we take away from this today? Why did God leave us here after we became Christians?
Why didn't He just immediately take us to Heaven to be with Him?
Every single Christian has a mission given to them by God; through believers Christ is still
fulfilling His mission, I came to save the world. Pray today that God will help you to focus on your
true mission in life; look for opportunities to serve and obey God that His name will be glorified
and that His Kingdom will be advanced.

Learn today how to become a Work at Home
Mom and earn an income
while staying home with your children.

Devotional Reflections Christian Business Advice

October 20
Would Have Killed Themselves!

20And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly
trouble our city,
21And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being
Romans.
22And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their
clothes, and commanded to beat them.
23And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, charging
the jailer to keep them safely:
24Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their
feet fast in the stocks.
25And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners
heard them.
26And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
27And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors
open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners
had been fled.
28But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here.
29Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul
and Silas,
30And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house.
32And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.
33And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his, straightway.
34And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced,
believing in God with all his house.
Acts 16:20-34, King James Version
Would Have Killed Themselves!
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew
out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.
Paul and Silas had been put in prison when an earthquake occurred; all the prison doors were
thrown open, and the prisoner’s bands were loosed. The jailer, assuming that everyone had
escaped was ready to kill himself, when Paul called to him. Do thyself no harm: for we are all
here.

The keeper of the prison came trembling before Paul and, knowing that this could only be of God,
cried out, "What must I do to be saved?" So, an event that could have had horrible consequences
for the jailer brought a time of joy instead.

And he [the jailer] took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat
before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.
Just as the jailer cried out to God for salvation, so can we cry out to God today; as God saved the
penitent jailer, so will He save us today when we fall before Him as sinners, unworthy of His
grace. What an amazing God we have!
Pray for your non-believing friends and neighbors; you never know what circumstances God may
bring about to answer your prayers.

Devotional Reflections from the Bible

Who is God!

October 21
Made Strong in Weakness

32And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barack,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:
33Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions.
34Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were
made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
35Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:
36And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment:
37They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword:
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
38(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and
in dens and caves of the earth.
39And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:
40God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made
perfect.
Hebrews 11:32-40, King James Version
Made Strong in Weakness
After giving some incredible examples of those who had faith in God, these verses conclude
Hebrews 11. After reading these verses it is easier to understand the true battle, of which we are
a part, between the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. Many have been spared the
brutal afflictions listed above, but many, even in our day, have not.
As the world continually moves away from God to worship other idols, or to walk in total unbelief,
where will you stand? Will you be a part of those, of whom it is said in Hebrews 11:38, Of whom
the world was not worthy? If you are called to suffer for Christ will you be like those in Hebrews
11:35? Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection.

Often it is too easy for us to be caught up in our everyday lives, forgetting that we serve a much
higher purpose because we serve the God of God all Gods, King of all Kings, and Lord of all
Lords.
As we are called to suffer in the name of Christ, I pray that we will remember that God has truly
provided some better place for us. This world is not our home; we are just passing through.

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him.
James 1:3-5, KJV

October 22
Faith of Joshua

30By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.
Hebrews 11:30
1Now Jericho was straightly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and
none came in.
2And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king
thereof, and the mighty men of valour.
3And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus
shalt thou do six days.
4And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the
seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the
trumpets.
5And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and
when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and
the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight
before him.
Joshua 6:1-5
Faith of Joshua
The faith of Joshua is proclaimed in several of the Old Testament books, but Hebrews 11
chooses the battle at Jericho as an example of Joshua's faith. Sometimes we overlook the more
familiar stories of the Bible and fail to capture the full impact they can have in our own lives today.
Joshua was a man of war; as the leader of the children of Israel I'm sure he was also a great
battle strategist. The plan God gave him for capturing the city of Jericho must have seemed quite
strange to him. Yet he never argued with God; he accepted what God told him in faith. As a
matter of fact the very next two verses in Joshua 6 show his quick response to the command of
God.
6And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.
7And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on
before the ark of the LORD.
How quickly do we accept the commandments of God in the face of our daily lives and cultures

today? The commandments of God seem strange and archaic to non-Christians today. In fact,
the opposite tends to be the norm. The rebellious and outspoken heroine is lauded in today's
books and movies. The person who determines, by the grace of God, to live in faith and
obedience to the Bible is labeled a "goody goody two-shoes".
How do you respond to God's commandments? Do they seem strange and archaic to you, or like
Joshua, do you accept them in faith as the guide for your daily life? No one can keep the
commandments of God perfectly; the Christian must continually go before the Lord crying out for
grace to live each day in a manner that pleases God.
Did Joshua care what the children of Israel thought? Don't you suppose that many thought that
Joshua had really lost it. Whoever heard of capturing a city by marching around it for 7 days, and
then on the 7th day, march around it 7 times and then at the sound of the trumpet shout with a
loud shout? No matter how they felt, the people obeyed Joshua, and we know the rest of the
story. The walls of Jericho fell flat and the Israelites went in and captured the city.
Pray today that your life would exemplify the faith of Joshua, and that you would purpose to be
obedient to the commandments of God no matter what those around your think.

For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth,
and the flower thereof falleth away:
But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached
unto you.
1 Peter 1:24-25

October 23
Faith of Rahab

31By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had
received the spies with peace.
Hebrews 11:31
9And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your
terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.
10For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye
came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Armorites, that were on the
other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.
11And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain
any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in
heaven above, and in earth beneath.
12Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you
kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true
token:
13And that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters,
and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death.
14And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it
shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with
thee.
15Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the
town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.
16And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide
yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your
way.
17And the men said unto her, We will be blameless of this thine oath which thou hast
made us swear.
18Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the
window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother,
and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee.
19And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his
blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in
the house, his blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him.
20And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast
made us to swear.
21And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they
departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window.
Joshua 2:9-21
22But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go into the
harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye swore unto
her.

23And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and
her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred,
and left them without the camp of Israel.
Joshua 6:22-23
Faith of Rahab
The faith of Rahab, the harlot, is shown to us in Joshua 2. What began as a plan for survival
became a test of her new found faith in the God of the Israelites, which she professed to the spies
who came to spy out the city of Jericho. Hers was not the normal reaction of the citizens of
Jericho. Only the family of Rahab was spared in the destruction of Jericho.
God constantly reminds us that Jesus Christ came to die for sinners, but not the righteous. Here
we find a harlot being used by God to save her family. Even though God primarily worked within
the circle of the children of Israel during Old Testament times, this is not the only example of God
granting faith to those outside of the Jewish people.
This passage holds a special significance to us today. First of all, our sins are never so great that
Christ's shed blood can not cover them, and second, though we may not be physical
descendants of Abraham, God grants His great salvation to all who come to Him in faith. As a
matter of fact, salvation in Christ only comes by faith in Him; even those who are physically
descended from Abraham must come to God through the Lord Jesus Christ.
Look at Rahab's testimony: The LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth
beneath. To believe in God is not sufficient; the Bible tells us in James 2:19 that, The devils also
believe, and tremble.
The faith of Rahab shows us that she understood that God is more than just God; God is the
Ruler and Magistrate in heaven above and in the earth beneath. He was not just God; He was her
God.
Pray today that God will grant you the faith to accept God not just as God, but your God: your
ruler and master.
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October 24
Priscilla and Aquila

L
24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the
Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the
synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to him
the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly
helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.
Acts 18:24-28
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks
for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks
as well.
Romans 16:3-4
Priscilla and Aquila
Priscilla and Aquila were a team working faithfully behind the scenes to keep the truth of the
Gospel pure in the early church. In Acts 18, we find them working patiently with a brother in the
Lord who eloquently taught the ways of the Lord. He knew the Scriptures, but knew nothing
beyond the baptism of John. Priscilla and Aquila took him under their wings and explained to him
the way of God more accurately. What were the results?
He greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. Acts 18: 27b-28
The next time that Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned is in Romans 16 when Paul acknowledges
their faithful service to him. Even though they are mentioned in a list of others, Paul takes the
time to note that they risked their lives for him; not only is Paul grateful, but so are all of the
churches of the Gentiles.
What a good reminder Priscilla and Aquila are of God's kingdom being advanced through the
faithfulness of all God's people. God does not expect all Christians to become pastors and
missionaries, and yet in a sense he does! Our mission fields are found in the lives we live every

day; God builds His church by working through the lives of His saints. How amazing this is! God
who is perfect, holy, and righteous, chooses the foolish things of this world (that's us) to confound
the wise, and to build and grow His church.
No matter who you are or what you do, as a Christian you ARE involved in full-time Christian
service. God has given you a field to work in, whether it be family and friends, co-workers, or
even your enemies.
Pray today that, like Priscilla and Aquila, you will be a faithful minister of the Gospel right where
you are!

Sign up for my free Bible Reflections Newsletter
And receive a free copy of my eBook
20 Devotions on Love

October 25
Mary of Bethany

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to
him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as
he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why
this waste? 9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” 10 But
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a
beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always
have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial.
13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has
done will also be told in memory of her.”
Matthew 26:13
1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha
served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a
pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and
wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was
this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this,
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the
moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone,
so that she may keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you,
but you do not always have me.”
John 12:1-8
Mary of Bethany
Mary of Bethany, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, is mentioned throughout the Gospels. She is
a close friend of Jesus and is often found at his feet ministering to Him or listening to His
teachings. Above, we have two accounts of Mary anointing the feet of Jesus with expensive oil
just a few days before His death on the cross.
Did she know that Jesus' death was imminent? Did she know that it was necessary for Him to die
for her sins, to provide salvation for her?
We are never told the answers to these questions; because of the confusion of the disciples after
the death of Christ, it is very likely that no one really understood what Christ was trying to tell
them until after His resurrection.

Mary was simply showing adoration to Christ. How often do we just sit and contemplate Christ
and all of the things He has done and is continuing to do for us each and every day. Our prayers
are often filled with requests and demands that Christ meet all of our various needs and the
needs of others. It is right to go to Christ with our requests, but in the process don't forget to go to
Christ with your adoration and praise as well.
When we worship with other believers we spend time praising and adoring Christ, but what about
at home? Take sometime to just commune with the Lord, praising and thanking Him and
pondering who He is. Look out over the creation that God has made and think about how
Awesome and Majestic our God is. Ponder some portions of Scripture that are praises and
adorations to God; meditate on some choruses and hymns of praise to God.
Christ praised Mary of Bethany for her adoration and promised that what she did would never be
forgotten. And so it is, that this account of her is included in two of the books of the Bible. You
need times alone with God, praising and adoring Him; your faith and awareness of Christ being
active in your life will grow. Most importantly, you will begin to realize that your relationship with
the Lord is personal; your communion with God is necessary.
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October 26
God is Our Helper and Refuge

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my
fortress, my refuge in times of trouble.
Psalm 59:16
Blessed are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? He is your shield
and helper and your glorious sword.
Deuteronomy 33:29
God is Our Helper and Refuge
Who is God? God is our Helper and Refuge. Are you a fearful person; do you look around every
corner just waiting for something bad to happen to you? Fear is a natural reaction to our own
feelings of self-preservation.
When children are small, they are taught to fear for the sake of saving their lives. Don't talk to
strangers; don't go out onto the road; don't go near a strange dog; and the list goes on. When we
grow older we learn to channel that fear in a more positive direction, but it never leaves us
completely.
As a Christian, we can finally let go of all fear which is then replaced by peace and contentment.
How can that be? Grab onto verses like those shown above and pray that God will make them
part of your being. Our God is truly in control of everything; even when you are going through
difficult circumstances, you can be assured that God is right there with you, accomplishing His
perfect will. He is able to keep you safe in the midst of the storm just as easily as He keeps you
safe in the sunshine. That is the God of the Bible; our God, our Keeper, our Helper, and our
Refuge.
Are you a Christian, and yet you have a hard time letting go of your fears? Go to God; pray that
He will fill your heart and life with the truths of His word and give you the ability to trust in Him
completely. Spend time with the Lord everyday in Bible reading, Bible study, and prayer; make
Him an integral part of your life. Truthfully, you cannot live without God, so don't wait for eternity
to put Him first, last, and in the middle of every aspect of your life; put Him there now!
Who is God? God is our Helper and Refuge!

October 27
Eternal Hope

O Israel, put your hope in the LORD both now and forevermore.
Psalm 131:3
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary
behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has
become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.
Hebrews 6:19-20
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you.
1 Peter 1:3-4
Eternal Hope
How long is eternal? What is eternal hope? The first question is easy to answer, eternal means
forever; there is no beginning and there is no end. What does it mean to have eternal hope? How
can hope be eternal?
I hope to win the lottery. I hope my car will last for another year. I hope to gain some new friends
when I move.
All of these "hopes" began after "I" was born and will end when "I" die. Only God is eternal, so an
eternal hope must come from God. When Adam sinned, man was condemned to an eternal
death, but God broke through that death by providing payment for those sins by Christ. Therefore
our only hope for salvation from those sins and eternal death is by trusting in Christ, our eternal
hope, to be our Savior.
Christ, our eternal hope, has always been and will be forever. After we die this hope will take us
to be with Christ for eternity. I love the words of this old Dutch hymn:

O Christ, our Hope, our heart's desire,
Redemption's only spring!
Creator of the world art Thou,
Its Savior and its King.
The last verse ends the poem this way:
O Christ, be Thou our lasting joy,
Our ever great reward!
Our only glory may it be
To glory in the Lord.
Trust in Christ your only eternal hope!
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October 28
Arm Yourselves!

1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin;
2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to
the will of God.
1 Peter 4:1-2
Arm Yourselves!
Arm yourselves with the mind of Christ!
Why are you here? What purpose is your life meant to serve? Before coming to Christ, we serve
ourselves, doing everything we can to promote our honor and glory before others.
That is not why Christ came to this earth, and yet in the end He did bring honor and glory to
Himself. Christ came to this earth to serve; He came for others and not Himself. Would you have
left the throne of glory, living in perfect peace and harmony, to come to a world that would hate
you and eventually condemn you to death? Does that give you some idea of the value of one soul
who is turned from evil to serve God forever?
As Christians, you must arm yourselves with the mind of Christ. No longer is your purpose in life
to serve yourself, but rather to serve others. As a matter of fact you are called to suffer just as
Christ suffered even if it leads to death. Your new purpose in life when you are born again is to do
the will of God. Truly, man's chief end is to glory God and enjoy Him forever!
Remember, the angels in Heaven rejoice over one sinner who is brought to repentance. Arm
yourselves with the Gospel of Christ, and pray for grace to serve God and not yourselves.

October 29
Letter’s End

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting,
and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.
13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth
Marcus my son.
14 Greet ye one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you all that are in Christ
Jesus. Amen.
Peter 5:12-14
Letter’s End
How do you end your letters (or should I say emails)? When I read the end of 1 Peter, it is hard to
believe that this is impetuous Peter, the rugged fisherman. Even from his writings we can see the
change that Christ made in his heart.
What a letter he has written! In these last few verses he again acknowledges the grace of God
which enables Christians to live for Him. After giving a greeting from the church at Babylon and
Marcus, he continues to encourage believers to greet one another in love.
Peter, though just a humble fisherman, wrote a powerful letter filled with the depths of God's
riches which is still relevant to the Christian today. It reminds me of a passage from Romans 11:
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counselor?
35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?
36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.
No matter who you are, whether rich or poor, learned or unlearned, as a Christian Christ fills you
with His Spirit and imparts to you, as He did to Peter, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God.

October 30
A House Not Made with Hands

1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan,
earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed,
having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan,
being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality
may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,
who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are
absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:1-8
A House Not Made with Hands
To many people, their house is everything; it is their personal identification of who they are. For
the Christian, a house worth millions or even billions is only a tent compared to the house not
made with hands that God has prepared for us in heaven.
What is another way people tend to identify themselves? If you said clothing, you are right. Think
of how much money a bride will spend to look just right for that special day. We have an
exhibition in our state capitol showing models of the gowns worn by the former governor's wives
at the inauguration ball. What about our teens? Just any pair of jeans will not do--they must be
designer jeans. Why spend $25.00 for a pair of jeans when you can get a pair of designer jeans
for $100.00.

For the Christian, the most important clothing to us is our spiritual clothing. Note that in verse 2
above Paul states that we Christians earnestly desire to be clothed with our habitation which is
from heaven.
In our heart of hearts we Christians know that this is true, and yet how often do we live in this
world as though this is all there is to life. We forget that wonderful spiritual assurance we have
given to us by the Holy Spirit. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. Their is no guarantee given in heaven or earth greater than
this!
Pray today that you will live in the confidence that God has made for you a house not made with
hands, and that you would walk by faith and not by sight.

Devotional Reflections from the Bible
Lonely Road of Faith
A devotional look at Hebrews 11

October 31
An Entrance to Glory

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness,
and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even
more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:5-11
An Entrance to Glory
This devotional on the topic of spiritual abundance comes to us from 2 Peter 1. Look at the
progression of spiritual traits that Peter lists in verse 5: faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. Peter concludes that if these traits are
yours, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
These things do not make you a Christian, but they are traits that identify true Christians. If a
Christian lacks these spiritual fruits, he is blind and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
sins by Christ's blood shed for him. In normal spiritual growth, the new Christian should see his
desire for the sins of the world decrease while his spiritual knowledge and understanding should
increase.

Unfortunately, even as Christians, we are still sinners; Satan loves nothing more than making us
stumble and doubt our true salvation. In verse 10 Peter is telling us that even though works do
not save us, we still should be striving to grow more and more like Christ. This is our spiritual
duty!
We must never lose sight of the glories of heaven that await us. Difficulties may continue to
trouble us and surround us, but it is just a reminder that this world is not our home. We are
looking, even longing, for an entrance to glory!
For so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
Now what could be better than that?

Thank-you for spending time with me this month as we read through these devotionals together.
May God richly reward you with faithfulness to Him.
God Bless You,
Linda
PS Stop by my web site and download the November devotionals.

