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July 1
The Faith of the Canaanite Woman

21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him,
saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely
demon-possessed."
23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us."
24 But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel."
25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"
26 But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and
throw it to the little dogs."
27 And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall
from their masters' table."
28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be
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to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
Matthew 15:21-28, NKJV
This story of the faith of the Canaanite woman is really rather remarkable. It was
one of the first signs that Christ came for more than just the Israelites. As we
follow the conversation between Jesus and the woman we are amazed at the
woman's faith. Here is a Canaanite woman who readily puts her faith in Christ
when most of the Jews would not.
We first find her approaching the Lord when he was on his way the area of Tyre
and Sidon with His disciples. The disciples quickly became annoyed with her
continual crying out to Christ on behalf of her demon-possessed daughter, and
implored Jesus to send her away. Jesus, the Great Teacher, had another lesson to
teach His disciples.
Finally the Lord responded to the woman by telling her that He was only sent to
the house of Israel. What faith she had in Christ! She compared herself to the dogs
that lick up the crumbs from under the table. Here is the whole house of Israel
hearing the amazing teaching of the Lord, and yet so few responded. Then, here is
a Canaanite woman, calling upon the Lord in faith after only picking up the
"crumbs" of the gospel that reach her.
Sometimes we find ourselves looking upon people and thinking of some as being
more "savable" than others based upon what we see and know of those people.
Salvation, however, is a miraculous event that God brings upon the heart of man.
Many times the people we least expect become true believers while others, who we
are sure would have responded, remain unbelievers all of their lives.
As believers, God sends us out into the world to be "living Bibles" to all of the
unbelievers around us. Remember the faith of the Canaanite Woman and pray for
all of those you come in contact with throughout the day. Pray that God would give
you the grace to be a living Bible to each of them; don't think of any of them as
unable to be saved. We look on the outward appearance, but God looks upon the
heart.
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July 2
Who is Jesus?

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi , He asked his
disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"
And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets."
He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"
Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. "
3

And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven."
Matthew 16:13-17, English Standard Version
Who is Jesus? It is a simple question, but very few people really know the correct
answer!
In this passage, that is exactly the question that Jesus asked His disciples. "Who am
I?"
In the days of Christ, look at the various answers that people gave to that question.
Some thought He was John the Baptist returned from the dead, some thought he
was Elijah, or Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.
Jesus looked at His disciples and said, "But who do you say that I am?"
That is the important question; it is just as important for us today as it was for
Peter. "Who do YOU say that I am?" The time comes when everyone has to
answer that question themselves; Christ is personal. Your answer counts; it counts
for eternity! It doesn't matter what your friends say, what your parents say, or even
what your enemies say! Who is Jesus? What do YOU say?
Peter knew the correct answer. Do you? Peter said, "You are Christ, the Son of the
living God!" Jesus blessed Peter for knowing the right answer, and then went on to
tell him that the only way he could know the correct answer was by having it
revealed to him by God.
Pray today that God would reveal the truth of who Jesus Christ really is to you.
Pray also for those around you, that God would reveal this truth to them as well
remembering that the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much.
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July 3
A God Who Hears

God also said to Moses, "I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to
Jacob as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known
to them. I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of
Canaan, where they lived as aliens. Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the
Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my
covenant."
Exodus 6:2-5, NIV
It may be that the Lord your God will hear all the words of the field commander,
whom his master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living God, and
that He will rebuke him for the words the Lord your God has heard. Therefore
pray for the remnant that still survives.
2 Kings 19:4, NIV
Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard,
and I have come in response to them.
Daniel 10:12, NIV
5

Who is God? He is a God who hears. In the above three Bible passages we find
that God heard His children and came to their aid. In Exodus 6, God heard the
groaning of the Israelites; In 2 Kings 19 God heard the ridicule of the Assyrian
King; and in Daniel 10,God heard Daniel's prayers. God hears us. Whether we pray
a great elaborate prayer like Daniel or just cry out to God in the midst of our
affliction, He hears us.
In Exodus, God heard the groaning of the Israelites who were under the heavy
hand of affliction at the hands of the Egyptians. His answer did not come swiftly;
the Israelites suffered much more before God finally threw off the rule of the
Egyptians over them. Often God answers us in the same way; He doesn't always
remove the affliction right away. As a matter of fact, sometimes He doesn't remove
the affliction at all, but gives us the grace to live with that affliction.
We also learn through Bible passages such as 2 Kings 19, that God also hears
everyone. In this case He heard the ridicule of the Assyrian king, and came to the
aid of the Israelites. God hears when people around you blaspheme His name, taunt
you because you are a Christian, or simply don't believe He is truly God. Pray to
Him; He hears you and will help you.
In Daniel we have a very interesting example of God answering prayer by sending
an angel; the angel, however, was delayed by Satan's angels. Do you believe in
angels? Do angels help us today? We see the example of God's uses of angels in
both the Old and New Testaments. God still uses them to help and protect us.
Never forget that there is a spiritual realm all around you engaged in a constant
battle. Satan uses his angels to take as many people as he can to hell with him; if he
cannot get your soul, he will try to discourage you and make your Christian
testimony weak and of little or no effect. God sends His angels to guide and protect
you, and at the time He has ordained, bring your soul to heaven to be with Him
forever.
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July 4
Tests of Faith

Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains I will tell you about."
Genesis 22:2, NIV
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who
had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son.
Hebrews 11:17, NIV
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from
place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water for the people to drink.
Exodus 17:1, NIV
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When He had gone indoors, the blind men came to Him, and He asked them,
"Do you believe that I am able to do this?"
"Yes, Lord," they replied.
Matthew 9:28, NIV
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
James 1:2-3, NIV

Tests! One of my least favorite things about school was tests. Did you know that
God tests us? There are many examples in the Bible of God's tests of faith. The
verses above talk about tests of faith for Abraham, the Israelites in the desert, and
some blind men.
Genesis 22 tells of the time when God tested Abraham by telling him to sacrifice
his only son, Isaac. God had already promised that Abraham's descendants through
Sarah would be as the sands of the sea, so why would he tell him to sacrifice his
only son? Hebrews 11 tells us that Abraham was being tested by God. Abraham's
faith was so strong that Hebrews goes on to tell us that Abraham believed that God
would raise his son, Isaac, back from the dead. Needless to say, Abraham passed
the test.
The Israelite community was tested many times while they wandered through the
desert. Exodus 17 tells us of one such time when the Israelites camped in a place
with no water. These same Israelites had already witnessed the power of God in
Egypt when God sent plagues to the Egyptians and when God opened the Red Sea
so they could cross on dry land. When the Egyptian army followed them on this
path, God closed the water on the army, killing them all. What was the faith of the
Israelites like? Did they pass the test? No, they grumbled and complained, thinking
that God had brought them there to die in the wilderness.
Now we come to Matthew 9, in the New Testament, where we find some blind
men following Jesus. Jesus had healed many people of their sicknesses and
diseases, so these men knew He could heal their blindness, too. In verse 28 Jesus
gives them a test. "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" Did they pass the
test? With flying colors! Verse 29 tells us that He touched their eyes and said,
"According to your faith will it be done to you." All of the blind men left Jesus
with their sight restored.
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Do we have tests of faith today? Yes, everyday! How should we respond to these
tests of faith? Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.
(James 1:2-3) Just as tests in school solidify our learning and help our teachers to
know how well we understand the material, so tests of faith help us to see our
growth in Christ.
Pray today that you would joyfully respond to the tests of faith that come your
way, knowing that God is using them to help you grow as a Christian.

Download these free monthly devotionals from my website.
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Eternal Word of God

Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. . . . Concerning Your
testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them forever.
Psalm 119:89 and 152, NKJV
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.
Isaiah 40:8, NKJV
“As for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is
upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from
your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of
your descendants’ descendants,” says the LORD, “from this time and
forevermore.”
Isaiah 59:21, NKJV
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.
Matthew 24:35, NKJV
10

Life is filled with surprises both good and bad, (sometimes, mostly bad) yet you
look to the Eternal Word of God. That's it you know; that's what makes life livable,
bearable, and even enjoyable. It's not a myth; there really is immortality that is
revealed to us through God's eternal Word.
The Psalmists and Prophets of the Old Testament took comfort in it and were
quoted by the New Testament writers. Isaiah 59:21 shown above summarizes this
truth by saying, My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from
your mouth, nor from the mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your
descendants' descendants," says the LORD, "from this time and forevermore."
We don't live in a Hollywood or Disney world! Yet, in our culture most people
want to live as though they do. Forgetting responsibilities, forgetting commitments,
and rushing to whatever pleases them the most, they believe that this is as good as
it gets. They could not be more wrong.
As Christians we are called to live above the world, knowing that God's Word is
true and exists forever. Though we don't always understand what's happening in
our lives, we continue on with hope and faith in God who is above all, and who is
eternal. No matter how far down you fall, you can always look up! There is a
bottom, but there is not a top!
Pray today for faith and hope as you look to the Eternal Word of God for strength
and encouragement.

Free Daily Bible Devotions
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July 6
Promises of Blessing

Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD who makes the storm
clouds. He gives showers of rain to men, and plants of the field to everyone.
Zechariah 10:1, NIV
28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow.
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of
the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6:28-34, NIV
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God's promises of blessing are found throughout the entire Bible. In the Old
Testament God was constantly telling Israel ways that He would bless them.
Abraham was promised blessings of descendants as numerous as the sands of the
seas. God promised King David that there would never fail to be a man upon the
throne from the line of David. That promise was fulfilled in Christ, who was of the
house and lineage of David.
Zechariah, shown above, tells us to, Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is
the LORD who makes the storm clouds. He gives showers of rain to men, and
plants of the field to everyone. The blessings of God are not limited to God's
children; all men receive the blessing of rain and sun to grow the plants given to us
by God.
Matthew 6 gives a wondrous promise of God's Blessing, especially to His children.
The things of this world that so often possess our thoughts: what we wear, what we
eat, how much money we make, how popular are we, etc. are all totally irrelevant
to the Christian because we know that God is really the One who provides all of
these things to us. Just as we never worried about such things when we were
children growing up under our parents' care, so we should never worry about such
things now.
See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the
fire, will he not much more clothe you. Our lives are truly secure in the promises of
blessing to us by God.
Trust God today and rest in His promises of blessing.
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July 7
Begotten unto a Lively Hope

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you,
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5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.
1 Peter 1:3-5, KJV

1 Peter 1:3-5 is all one sentence! Within these three verses are gems of treasure
from God, from whom we have been begotten unto a lively hope by His abundant
mercy. Because the Lord Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead, we too have
the promise of resurrection from the dead. Herein lies the power of our faith in
Christ Jesus, who is our Living Hope.
To what will we be resurrected? Where will we go? According to verse 4, the
Christian's place in heaven has already been reserved. It's hard for us to imagine a
place that can never be corrupted or defiled, and that will last for eternity. But, that
is exactly what awaits those who have true faith in Christ Jesus.
How is this possible? How can we who cannot help but continue in sin, while in
this world, be assured of a place truly reserved for us? Thankfully, it is not up to us
to keep this place reserved; it is not up to us to keep ourselves worthy before God
to deserve such a place. God Himself, whose power is indisputable, keeps us; our
faith and salvation are assured and will be revealed in the last time.
I marvel at the power and depth of these three verses, written by a simple
fisherman. God uses the foolish ones of this world to confound the wise! The
Gospel of Christ is truly simple and yet profound. We will never truly plumb the
depths of God's love and gift of salvation to His children.
Do not rest in yourself; instead put all of your trust and faith in God, who alone is
able to save you and keep you for eternity. What a wondrous place of eternal rest
awaits God's Children. In our culture there seems to be many ways to reach God,
and yet only one true way exists--salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.
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July 8
Like a Watered Garden

9 Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer; thou shalt cry, and he shall
say, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting
forth of the finger, and speaking vanity;
10 And if thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul;
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon day:
11And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.
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12 And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise
up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer
of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.
Isaiah 58:9-12, KJV

When we pray, God blesses a right attitude before Him like a watered garden. It is
interesting to note that in dealing with attitudes for prayer, though many of the
Bible passages seem to say almost the same thing, each one does cover a different
aspect of having a correct approach before God in our prayers.
Although there really is no secret formula in coming to God properly, the Bible
continually reminds us that coming before God with a humble heart and right
motives brings to us many blessings. Verse 9 speaks of putting away the yoke of
sin that enslaves us and forsaking pride and criticism toward others. With such a
humble heart, look at the many blessings given in Isaiah 58:9-12.
*You will have an enlightened life continually guided by the Lord.
*In times of drought, God will satisfy you.
*You will have a fragrant life, freshly sustained by eternal springs of water that
will never fail.
*Your life will be productive, building up the old waste places.
*You will build upon the foundation of many generations, and affect many
generations to come.
*You will be called a repairer of the breach of sin that so quickly separates us from
God.
What a beautiful picture Isaiah 58 paints of the life that is totally and completely
surrendered to God in prayer. Then shalt thou call, and the LORD shall answer;
thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am.
Pray today that God would be gracious to you, helping you to turn from sin and
humbly seek Him so that your prayers, too, would be like a watered garden!
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July 9
He That Hath the Son Hath Life

12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life.
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the
name of the Son of God.
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing
according to his will, he heareth us:
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him.
1 John 5:12-15, KJV
18

He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
The Bible is very definitive about salvation. If you have the Son you have life; if
you do not have the Son you do not have life. What exactly does that mean, and
what does that mean regarding our attitudes for prayer?
Salvation is entirely through Christ; there is no other way to God but through the
blood of Christ shed on the cross for His people. Do you believe in God? That is
not enough! The Bible tells us that the devils also believe in God and they tremble!
Believing in God is the first step; that belief should bring us to the understanding
that He is righteous, holy, and perfect, but we are not. We have no access to God
by ourselves because our sin blocks the way. God cannot look on sin, therefore He
cannot look on us.
That is exactly why Christ had to come to this earth! Only Christ, the God-man,
was perfect. That perfection gave Him complete access to God, both in His nature
as God and in His nature as man. The only reason Christ came to this earth, first as
a baby and then growing to a man, was to shed His blood so that we might be
saved. Do you understand that? I don't! But, I know that it is true. Go to Christ, ask
Him to forgive your sins and give you access to God. Then, when God looks upon
you, you are covered by the blood of Christ and now have access to Him.
Only as a Christian do we have the proper attitude for prayer. Verses 14 and 15
now apply. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. This is not,
however, a blanket promise that all your prayers will be answered. Verse 14
reminds us that our prayers must be according to the will of God.
How do we know what the will of God is? Pray for understanding as you read and
study God's Word; you will soon have a better understanding of God's will.
He that Hath the Son Hath Life. That life provides complete access to God, and is
the key to answered prayer.
19

July 10
Abundantly Satisfied

7 How precious is Your loving kindness , O God!
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.
8 They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house,
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.
9 For with You is the fountain of life;
In Your light we see light.
Psalm 36:7-9, NKJV
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What does it mean to be abundantly satisfied? Much talk can be heard among
Christians of the abundant life, but to what are they referring?
Sometimes the perception is that if you trust Christ as your Savior you will be
happy, happy, happy all the time, and that your riches will increase. When that
doesn't happen; when things begin to go terribly wrong, the new convert says,
"Wait a minute, I didn't sign up for this!"
That isn't what Paul said in Philippians 4:12-13. I know what it is to be in need, and
I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any
and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in
want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. ( NIV) Paul was
abundantly satisfied, but that satisfaction had nothing to do with his outward
circumstances.
As a Christian, our journey with the Lord teaches us to be abundantly satisfied with
Him. Are you afraid? Put your trust under the shadow of Christ's wings. Do you
seek abundant pleasures? Drink from the river of God's pleasures. Are you afraid
of the dark? Go to Christ, the Fountain of Life; in His light you will see light.
Christ is all we need! All our peace, comfort, and joy comes from Him. When we
look to this world to give us happiness, we will always be disappointed; the
happiness we get from the world is always short-lived. But the happiness, joy, and
peace we receive from Christ will last for eternity.
Pray today that you will be abundantly satisfied with Christ, even though your
circumstances may be difficult. Put your trust in Him and not in others.
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July 11
He That Is Spiritual

Central Park, Pella, Iowa

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God.
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in
him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.
22

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.
15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? but we
have the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 2:9-16, KJV

But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.
In our day there is much talk about spirituality. What, exactly, does that mean? We
do seem to have a vague understanding that there are two sides to a person: their
physical side, and their spiritual side. The Bible has much to say about spirituality;
in other devotions we study this topic in great detail. I believe we cannot
understand 1 Corinthians 2:15 without a proper understanding of Biblical
instruction on the topic of spirituality.
As an introduction, 1 Corinthians 2:16 gives an undeniable truth. For who hath
known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? but we have the mind of
Christ. According to this verse, to be spiritual from a Biblical understanding is to
have the mind of Christ. A spiritual person puts a priority on heavenly things.
As a child I often heard the phrase, "He is so heavenly minded that he does no
earthly good." The Bible approaches this phrase from the opposite point of view.
"He is so earthly minded that he does no heavenly good."
In other devotions from my Daily Bible Devotions blog, I cover topics such as
spiritual abundance, spiritual adultery, spiritual beauty, spiritual deafness, spiritual
23

food, spiritual freedom, spiritual power, spiritual rest, and many more. My goal is
to gain the right understanding of the true meaning of spirituality that I may grow
in Christ and walk closer to Him. The first devotion in this series that appeared in
my blog in 2007 is, Abundantly Satisfied.
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For
who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? but we have the
mind of Christ.
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July 12
When God No Longer Listens

9 Then the LORD said to me, "There is a conspiracy among the people of Judah
and those who live in Jerusalem . 10 They have returned to the sins of their
forefathers, who refused to listen to my words. They have followed other gods to
serve them. Both the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken the
covenant I made with their forefathers. 11 Therefore this is what the LORD
says: 'I will bring on them a disaster they cannot escape. Although they cry out
to me, I will not listen to them. 12 The towns of Judah and the people of
Jerusalem will go and cry out to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they
will not help them at all when disaster strikes. 13 You have as many gods as you
have towns, O Judah; and the altars you have set up to burn incense to that
shameful god Baal are as many as the streets of Jerusalem.'
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14 Do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for them, because I
will not listen when they call to me in the time of their distress.
15 What is my beloved doing in my temple
as she works out her evil schemes with many?
Can consecrated meat avert your punishment ?
When you engage in your wickedness,
then you rejoice."
Jeremiah 11:9-15, NIV

Does there ever come a time for Christians when God no longer listens to their
prayers? That is a hard question to ponder.
Looking at the example above, the nations of Judah and Israel continually
prostrated themselves before other gods. They returned to the sins of their
forefathers, who refused to listen to God's words.
They have followed other gods to serve them. Both the house of Israel and the
house of Judah have broken the covenant I made with their forefathers. (Jeremiah
11:10b)
Keep in mind that God is talking collectively of the nations of Judah and Israel.
That does not necessarily mean that every single person in these nations was
turning to idols. How then do we relate these verses to our day?
God is talking collectively of professing Christians; not every person who
professes Christ is actually a true believer! That is a very sobering thought.
Therefore, it is good for us to examine our lives and honestly consider the priority
Christ does or does not have in our own lives.
I find verse 14 rather chilling: Do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or
petition for them, because I will not listen when they call to me in the time of their
distress.
26

We must never take the Christian life lightly; as Christians our lives have changed.
The things we used to love no longer appeal to us; we have new priorities and new
purposes in our lives.
God is God; He is not mocked and He is not fooled. Pray today that your
Christianity is the most important thing in your life, so that you will never reach a
time when God no longer listens to you.

20 Devotions on Love
by Linda M. Croft
20 Devotions on Love is based upon 1 Corinthians 13 as
well as other Bible passages, and is available FREE as a
bonus gift when you sign up for my bi-monthly Devotional
Reflections Newsletter. More personal in nature, this
newsletter is for you! Each issue has a very short devotional by me, a section by
you (from comments, poetry, and essays that I receive) and an article by my dear
friend and mentor, Rev. Robert Keating.
You can sign up for my newsletter on my "Free eBooks" page on my website,
Devotional Reflections from the Bible.
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July 13
I Know Whom I Have Believed

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the
power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by
the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought
life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a
preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also
suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have
believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him
until that Day.
2 Timothy 1:8-12, NKJV
I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day. There is not one shred of a doubt in 2 Timothy
1:12. How is it possible that Paul can make such a statement? How can we, like
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Paul, have the unbending spiritual assurance expressed in this verse?
Look at some of the encouragements given by Paul in this passage.
Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord . . . but share . . . in the sufferings
for the gospel according to the power of God. Suffering for Christ is not just left to
missionaries in other countries; suffering for Christ is a normal part of the
Christian life. Thankfully, however, God never leaves us alone; He gives us the
grace and power to go through each circumstance that comes our way.
Christ has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. That immortality sometimes seems far removed from our every day
experiences. Yet, we are wise to focus on God's eternal kingdom and the part God
has intended for us to fulfill during our time on earth. Remember, this world is not
our home.
Perhaps you are familiar with the hymn, "I Know Whom I Have Believed. " Take a
moment to read through the portion shown below.
I know not why God's wondrous grace
To me He hath made known,
Nor how believing in His Word
Wrought peace within my heart.
CHORUS:
But "I know whom I have believed,
And am persuaded, that He is able
To keep that which I've committed
Unto Him against that day."
I know not what of good or ill
May be reserved for me,
Of weary ways or golden days,
Before His face I see.
I know not when my Lord may come,
At night or noon-day fair,
Nor if I'll walk the vale with Him,
or "meet Him in the air."
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July 14
Full Assurance of Faith

19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of
Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil,
that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let
us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised
is faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.
Hebrews 10:19-25, NKJV
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Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. When the tabernacle
was built under the leadership of Moses, the Holiest of Holies was only
approachable by the High Priest once a year, when he entered to make atonement
for the sins of the people. Christ, through His shed blood on the cross, opened the
way to the Holy of Holies forever to His children. Now, we may come boldly
before the Throne of Grace and draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith through Christ's blood, shed for us.
The true miracle of this is often lost upon us, especially in a day when God is
portrayed only in the aspects of His love, and not necessarily in His justice and
judgments upon man. God is Holy, Righteous and full of Truth; He cannot even
look upon sin. Because Christ, the sinless God-Man died on the cross to purchase a
people for Himself, we can now come before this Perfect, Holy, and Righteous
God. As He gazes upon us, our sins are covered by the shed blood of Christ.
How should we think about this? How does this affect our everyday lives? Look at
the exhortations shown above in Hebrews 10.
1. Draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
2. Hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering.
3. Consider one another in order to stir up love and good works.
4. Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.
5. Exhort one another.
The Christian life is an active life. We are called to pursue our faith by holding fast
to what the Bible teaches, loving and encouraging one another, faithfully
assembling together to worship the Lord, and teaching one another to be faithful to
God's commands. What is the end result of such a life? We are given full assurance
of our faith!
Ponder these verses as you live this day for the glory of God; ask God to help you
live with the full assurance of your faith.
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July 15
Even to Blindness

5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he
was cleansed from his old sins.
10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will
be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:5-11, NKJV
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For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten
that he was cleansed from his old sins. 2 Peter was written to Christians; Peter
gives us a sober reminder that when Christians walk according to this world they
are shortsighted, even to blindness!
5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love.
There was a time when these characteristics defined a cultured and refined person.
Often times today, however, the simple gesture of kindness is looked upon as a
weakness.
Our salvation is entirely of Christ; nothing we do can ever merit forgiveness of sins
by Christ. But, we are still called to work diligently to increase our faith, live a
virtuous life, study the Bible, maintain self control, persevere through all
circumstances, show kindness to others, and love our fellow Christians. The
reward we receive is a true knowledge of Christ, and an entrance into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.
How can we possibly be obedient to this passage when we are so plagued by our
own sins? We cannot! Fall before Christ today and cry out to Him for the help you
need to live a Godly, obedient life before Him. Just as Christ alone saved us, so
will Christ keep us and aid us in our daily Christians walk. What an amazing God
we have!
Pray today that you will not be so caught up in the world around you that you
become shortsighted, even to blindness. Ask for help today to live above the world,
exhibiting the Christian virtues that are yours in Christ.

Scriptures combines everything I love in a Christian business
and leaves out everything I hate in network marketing!
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July 16
That I May Know Him

7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
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11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule,
let us mind the same thing.
Philippians 3:7-16, KJV

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. Philippians 3:10 is one of the
most profound verses of the entire Bible. You would do well to memorize it and
make it your life's verse, and then pray that God would make it true in your own
life!
This passage is a personal testimony of Paul to the church at Philippi. Look at the
trade-off he made! He gave up everything for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ. Why? So that he might win Christ. This is not a prize he earned, but a gift.
For the true believer, like Paul, we come to realize that nothing on this earth is
worth more in our lives than Christ. Christ is all!
Paul recognizes in verse 9 that his righteousness is not something that he himself
attained. Rather, he attained his righteousness through Christ; it is the
righteousness of Christ that is seen in the true believer. We truly never become
perfectly righteous while on this earth, but as we grow in Christ, like Paul, we
desire to reach for that righteousness.
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This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
How do we accomplish this? Go to Christ; Christ saves us, Christ keeps us, and
Christ walks with us all of the days of our life here on this earth.
Pray, today, that your goal in life would be the same as Paul's in verse 10.
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.
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July 17
The Redeemed Shall Walk There

1 The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them,
And the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;
2 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice,
Even with joy and singing. . .
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer,
And the tongue of the dumb sing.
For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness,
And streams in the desert.
7 The parched ground shall become a pool,
And the thirsty land springs of water;
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In the habitation of jackals, where each lay,
There shall be grass with reeds and rushes. . .
But the redeemed shall walk there,
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness,
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Isaiah 35:1-2, 5-7, 9b-10, NKJV
But the redeemed shall walk there. Only when we walk the roads of the new
Heaven and new Earth will we really understand the true meaning of spiritual joy.
The things that Isaiah is describing in this passage show many of the changes that
will take place in the New Earth. We often ponder heaven in terms of verses 5 and
6:
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
6 Then the lame shall leap like a deer,
And the tongue of the dumb sing.
Several years ago I worked at a Christian home for the mentally retarded; how
often I thought of these children reaching the Kingdom of Heaven with a perfect
body and perfect mind. What a glorious thought that was!
We look forward to eternity with no more aches and pains, no more diseases, no
more sorrows, and no more sin.
Isaiah reminds us that even the world we live in is imprisoned in sin. All living
things, plants and animals, are affected by our sin. But that will not be so on the
New Earth. Look at the things mentioned in this passage:
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*The wilderness and the wasteland will be glad.
*The desert shall rejoice and blossom with joy and singing.
*Waters will burst forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
*The parched ground becomes a pool and the thirsty land, springs of water.
It is good for us to ponder our true home. But the redeemed shall walk there,
10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness,
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
As you go about your day, remember that this world is not our true home.
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July 18
I Can Leap Over a Wall!

28 For You will light my lamp;
The LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.
29 For by You I can run against a troop,
By my God I can leap over a wall.
30 As for God, His way is perfect;
The word of the LORD is proven;
He is a shield to all who trust in Him.
31 For who is God, except the LORD?
And who is a rock, except our God?
32 It is God who arms me with strength,
And makes my way perfect.
Psalm 18:28-32, NKJV
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By my God I can leap over a wall. I don't know about you, but it has been a long
time since I've been able to leap over a wall. Don't you love David's exuberance
when he penned these words. David had just won another victory over the army of
Saul; he could easily have boasted about his great strength and prowess, but he
didn't. Instead, as always, David knew that his victory was due to the hand of God.
We have so much pride, that it is easy for us to forget that all of our victories,
whether great or small, are due to the hand of God. As David said in verse 32, It is
God who arms me with strength, and makes my way perfect. Just think about that
for a minute; we can do the unthinkable by the power of God!
When we walk in darkness, God lights our lamp. By God's power we can run
against a troop, and win! With God, as a Christian, we have an eternal shield.
Ponder that as you go about your life this day. Your spiritual power comes from
God alone!
Remember your true, God-given, purpose; you are here to glorify God and enjoy
Him forever! As a child of God, you have been given a specially designed course
for your life that will not end until you go to meet the Lord your God.
Today, let us say with David, I can leap over a wall. Why? Because it is God who
arms me with strength, and makes my way perfect.

Free Christian Teen Devotionals
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July 19
Spiritual Power

3 You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations
because of you, for the LORD your God is He who has fought for you. 4 See, I
have divided to you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for
your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, as far as the
Great Sea westward. 5 And the LORD your God will expel them from before you
and drive them out of your sight. So you shall possess their land, as the LORD
your God promised you. 6 Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all
that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the
right hand or to the left, 7 and lest you go among these nations, these who
remain among you. You shall not make mention of the name of their gods, nor
cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them,
8 but you shall hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day. 9
For the LORD has driven out from before you great and strong nations; but as
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for you, no one has been able to stand against you to this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who
fights for you, as He promised you.
11 Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your God.
Joshua 23:3-11, NKJV

I love the book of Joshua; even just a cursory reading of the book tells you that
Joshua was truly possessed with spiritual power from the Lord. In this passage
Joshua is giving a benediction to Israel, particularly to its elders, heads, judges, and
officers.
As we read the Old Testament we understand Joshua's concern for the Israelites.
Often times, the nation was only as good as its leaders; this is especially true of
Israel after the death of Joshua as recorded in the book of Judges.
The key verse in the above passage is verse 10:
One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights
for you, as He promised you.
Do you seek spiritual power? Go to the God of Power! The Old Testament is filled
with examples of mighty men of God who faced unbelievable odds, and yet came
out of the battles as victors.
Is this only true of battles? No, spiritual power encompasses all of our life; we
totally lack the ability to do the things God requires in His commandments. Yet, if
we go to Him as our God and King, He will give us the power to face all of the
circumstances of life. Just as God fought the battles for His people in the Old
Testament, so will He fight our own spiritual battles today.
Pray that God would fill you with His spiritual power so that you may face
everything that comes in your life today with spiritual victory.
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July 20
The Riches of His Inheritance

15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you
in my prayers: 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in
Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in
the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
which is to come.
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22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Ephesians 1:15-23, NKJV

In these words of Paul, the Apostle, to the church in Ephesus, he hoped that the
Christians at Ephesus would know three things: the hope of Christ's calling, the
riches of the glory of His inheritance, and the exceeding greatness of His power
toward those who believe. Though penned almost two centuries ago, these words
still speak to Christians today.
It is not enough just to be a Christian so that we can spend eternity with the Lord.
God has a purpose on this earth for His people. He has given each of His children a
calling for which He has given them the abilities to perform that calling for His
glory.
It may not seem like a great calling to you, but it is great in the eyes of the Lord, no
matter what that calling may be. God has placed you exactly where you are and
given you the exact personality and abilities to bring glory and praise to Him. Your
ministry is right in front of you! The hope of that calling, then, is fulfilled in Christ
and will come to an end when He brings you home to Glory!
What are the riches of the glory of His inheritance? What can you take with you
into eternity? This life is so short, so fleeting; it is just like a vapor soon to
dissipate into the air. Nothing here is worth keeping you from the eternal riches
and glory of Heaven. Eternity is forever!
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Psalm 84:10, NKJV
What about the last point; this is the one we miss: What is the exceeding greatness
of His power toward us who believe. Do you realize the power that you have as a
believer? What kind of power does God have?
According to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
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far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
Ephesians 1:19b-21, NKJV
Oh how we love power! Look at the stories and movies devoted to power, either
having it or trying to get it. The Christian already has access to the power of God;
there is no greater power. Often we live in spiritual poverty when we already are
rich in Christ! As a child of God, we have everything, and we have access to His
power which is above all of Heaven and Earth.
Pray today that you will live in the Riches of His Inheritance, and not in spiritual
poverty!
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July 21
Into the Depths of the Sea

18 Who is a God like You,
Pardoning iniquity
And passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?
He does not retain His anger forever,
Because He delights in mercy.
19 He will again have compassion on us,
And will subdue our iniquities.
You will cast all our sins
Into the depths of the sea.
Micah 7:18-19
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In the book of Micah we are again reminded that spiritual restoration comes only
from God. He alone can pardon our iniquity, and has made the way for spiritual
restoration through the death of Christ on the cross, for the sins of His people.
Though it sounds as though God just ignores sin in verse 18, we know that God
covers sin by the blood of Christ, who knew no sin.
What happens to the Christian who repeatedly falls back into sin? Unlike us, God
does not retain His anger forever, and delights in mercy. All Christians will
continue to struggle with sin in their lives until the day they meet the Lord and live
with Him forever. Until then they must go to Christ; God has placed the Lord Jesus
Christ between God and man. They must go to the Lord in repentance, for He will
abundantly pardon their sin.
Does that mean the Christian can just sin and not worry about it? No, the true
believer desires to please God above all; he agonizes over his sin and repeatedly
asks God to make him more and more like Christ. Sometimes we have the idea that
there are two types of Christians, the carnal and the spiritual. Be careful with this,
because all Christians truly desire spirituality; to sin with reckless abandonment
because Christ will cover your sin is a deceptive state. Satan loves to make people
think they are Christians when in reality they are not.
I love the end of Micah 7:19,
You will cast all our sins
Into the depths of the sea.
Christ casts our sins into the depths of the sea and remembers them no more!
Praise God for making a way of salvation for men who do not in any way deserve
it.
Go to Christ today; He alone can pardon your sins and present you righteous
before a holy God.
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July 22
Who is Wise?

O Israel, return to the LORD your God,
For you have stumbled because of your iniquity;
2 Take words with you,
And return to the LORD.
Say to Him,
" Take away all iniquity;
Receive us graciously,
For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.
3 Assyria shall not save us,
We will not ride on horses,
Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, "You are our gods.
For in You the fatherless finds mercy."
9 Who is wise?
Let him understand these things.
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Who is prudent?
Let him know them.
For the ways of the LORD are right;
The righteous walk in them,
But transgressors stumble in them.
Hosea 14:1b-3 and 9

Who is Wise?
God sent prophet after prophet to Israel to rebuke them for their sin and their back
sliding. Sometimes we tire of reading again and again of Israel's refusal to obey the
Lord. How could they be so foolish? They saw His power; miracles were
performed before their very eyes, and yet they would still rush after the foolish
things of this world. Are we so much different? How quickly do our hearts run
after the things of the world?
As Hosea reminded the Israelites, he reminds us as well, Return to the Lord.
Do we look for peace, joy, and contentment? Nothing in this world can provide
these for us; oh, we may find some temporary contentment, but it will not last.
Soon we are right back where we started.
Who is wise?
Let him understand these things.
Who is prudent?
Let him know them.
For the ways of the LORD are right;
The righteous walk in them,
But transgressors stumble in them.
Take comfort in these words of Hosea and make them your own! Only through
Christ can you attain true wisdom, joy, peace, and contentment. Only through Him
do you have a reason to face each day and live it to the glory of God. Go to Christ
today; fall on your face before Him. Look to Him alone for wisdom, truth, and
righteousness.
Pray today that God will grant you understanding and that you, too, will walk in
the ways of the Lord. Who is wise? Those who walk with the Lord!
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July 23
The Way of Peace

76 " And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest;
For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people
By the remission of their sins,
78 Through the tender mercy of our God,
With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,
To guide our feet into the way of peace."
Luke 1:76-79, NKJV
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And you, child, will . . . guide our feet into the way of peace. This remarkable
passage gives us the story of Zacharias and Elizabeth; Elizabeth, a cousin of Mary
the mother of Jesus, became pregnant in her old age. When Zacharias, the High
Priest, was in the temple serving incense, the angel, Gabriel, appeared to him and
spoke these words in Luke 1:13-15:
"Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb."
Because Zacharias did not believe Gabriel, he was mute until the birth of his son,
John. When the day came for the circumcision of the baby, God loosed Zacharias'
tongue and he spoke the words of the prophecy shown above in verses 76-79. (For
the entire prophecy, read Luke 1:67-79.)
God used John the Baptist as a forerunner for Christ, announcing the coming of the
Savior, Christ Jesus. Christ, the Dayspring on High, visited this earth for the sole
purpose of providing complete salvation for His people from their sins. Christ is
the only way to true peace, joy, and happiness. If you look for it any other place,
you will not find it. Christ came, to give light to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Pray, today, that God would truly bring you to the Way of Peace through His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave His life as a ransom for His people. Praise God
from whom all blessings flow!

You can build your own website!
Check out these stories from other people, just like you.

Site Build It! Case Studies

52

July 24
For This Purpose I Came!

23 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man
should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.
25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I
am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will
honor.
27 "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? "Father, save Me from this
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hour"? But for this purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name."
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify
it again."
29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered.
Others said, "An angel has spoken to Him."
30 Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but for
your sake. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will
be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to
Myself." 33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.
John 12:23-33, NKJV

Jesus was born in secrecy, but His life as an adult was lived openly before the
people; He often spoke of His true mission. In the passage above, Jesus is speaking
with His disciples as well as others who had gathered around to hear Him. Look at
the picture He drew for them in verse 24; a grain of wheat is only multiplied if it
first dies. Already He is predicting His coming death for His people; only through
His death will His church grow and live!
In verses 27 and 28 we have a rare conversation between God and Jesus: "Now My
soul is troubled, and what shall I say? "Father, save Me from this hour"? But for
this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came
from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again."
As a man, Jesus' suffering was real; as any man, He was troubled by the death He
would die. Yet, the Mission of Christ was always foremost in His mind. Though
He could have asked God to save Him from the hour of His suffering, this was the
very reason He came to this earth; this was the way to bring glory to the name of
the Father. As in other Scriptures where God speaks, the people around Christ
could only hear thunder; some thought an angel spoke to Him. Did God need to
speak aloud in order for Christ to hear Him?
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No! Jesus said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake."
What do we learn from this today? Our primary goal as a Christian is to advance
the church of God; I am not talking about specific denominations. God has one true
church which consists of all true believers.
Wherever God has placed you; wherever your abilities and interests lie; God has
put you right there to be a shining light for Christ. That is your chief priority! That
is your true purpose!

Great Women of the Bible
Check out these free devotions.
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July 25
To Seek and To Save

1 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a
man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of
short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him,
for He was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He
looked up and saw him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come
down, for today I must stay at your house." 6 So he made haste and came down,
and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying,
"He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner." 8 Then Zacchaeus
stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and
if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold." 9
And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he also
is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that
which was lost."
Luke 19:1-10, NKJV
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For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. In verse 10
of Luke 19, Christ again asserts His mission: to seek and to serve. Even on a casual
walk from one place to another, He sought out Zacchaeus.
Zacchaeus was rich, but he gained his riches by extorting extra taxes from the
people so that he could keep some for himself. The people, therefore, were
indignant when Jesus not only spoke to Zacchaeus, but went to his house to visit.
Why, they were all better people than Zacchaeus, so why didn't Jesus come to their
house instead?
Isn't that just like us? We seem to think that some people deserve to be saved more
than others. Thankfully, Christ does not look on the outward appearance as we do,
but rather He looks on the heart. Otherwise, how would you and I ever be saved?
There is certainly no good in us apart from Christ.
Christ did not come to this earth to entertain people; every part of His life while on
this earth was focused on seeking and saving the lost.
If that was the mission of Christ, the only perfect man who ever walked on this
earth, why would ours be any different? Though it never ceases to amaze me, God
uses the foolish people on this earth (that's you and me) to confound the wise. He
uses our feeble attempts at service for Him to bring others to Christ.
Pray that your own mission in life, like Christ's, would be to seek, and to bring to
Christ, the lost.

I Love SBI!
Take this video tour to see why.
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July 26
The Perfect Pastor

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness
of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:
2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade
away.
1 Peter 5:1-4, NKJV
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How do you recognize the perfect pastor? What is your responsibility toward your
pastor? These, among others, are questions which Peter addressed in the books of
1st and 2nd Peter.
In the passage shown above, Peter is speaking to those who shepherd the flock of
God, the pastors who are our spiritual watchmen. He admonishes them in three
areas:
1. Serve your flock willingly - not because you are forced to do so.
2. Do not serve for dishonest gain; not with the purpose of becoming rich.
3. Do not serve for the power it gives you over people.
Rather, pastors are to be examples to those over whom they serve; their service is
to be a minister or servant to their flock. Their reward, then, is a crown of glory
which will never pass away.
No pastor is perfect, of course, but Peter gives us a picture of a Shepherd who has a
heart for God.
What, then, is the responsibility of the flock? Do you find your own pastor to be
lacking in the areas shown above? What are you to do? Encourage and pray for the
pastor God has placed over you. Examine his teachings in light of the Scriptures;
obey him where he is right, and encourage him to be faithful to the Bible in areas
where he is not. Give him the respect for his position, understanding that he will
have to give an account before God.
However, if you have a pastor who blatantly teaches ideas contrary to the Bible,
and who refuses to change when admonished, you must seek out a pastor who is
faithful to the Word of God. Your very soul is being threatened; Satan uses
unfaithful pastors to lead people away from God.
Read the Bible, pray, and meditate upon God's Word; if you do not have an
understanding of God's Word, you will not recognize a false shepherd. You and
your family need to be under the care of a spiritual watchman who is faithful to
God in his own spiritual walk and teaching.
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July 27
Yesterday, Today, and Forever!

7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you,
whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Do not be carried about with various
and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not
with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.
12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood,
suffered outside the gate. 13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp,
bearing His reproach. 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the
one to come. 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not
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forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.
17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your
souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.
Hebrews 13:1-9 and 12-17, NKJV
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Hebrews 13 is an amazing
chapter; in just a short devotional, we can barely cover the highlights.
The chapter begins with an admonition to remember those who have the rule over
us (ministers of the Gospel), and to follow the faith they exhibit. Think about the
words "remember" and "yesterday, today, and forever". God knows how prone we
are to forget, or to think we live in a different time with different rules and
different customs. What a great tool of the devil. How many people has he
deceived with such ideas? Do not be fooled, Christ (and the Word of God) never
changes. It is just as applicable to our life today as it was in the Old Testament and
New Testament times.
The Old Testament sacrifices have been done away with because Christ, the True
Sacrifice, has shed His own blood to redeem a people for Himself. Are you
reproached as a Christian? Do people seem to avoid you or make fun of your faith?
Do they over emphasize every mistake you make, seemingly making your
testimony of no effect?
Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach. For here
we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.
This world is not our home!
The conclusion, then, is: Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy
and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. It is not as easy as it
sounds, because God has chosen to put imperfect vessels (like us) before us to rule
over us and teach us His Word. Our pastors and teachers are not perfect, and we
are not perfect. But Christ is!
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Amen!
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July 28
Watchman, What of the Night?

1 For Zion's sake I will not hold My peace,
And for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,
Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness,
And her salvation as a lamp that burns.
You shall be called by a new name,
Which the mouth of the LORD will name.
3 You shall also be a crown of glory
In the hand of the LORD,
And a royal diadem
In the hand of your God.
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6 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;
They shall never hold their peace day or night.
You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent,
7 And give Him no rest till He establishes
And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.
Isaiah 62:1, 2b-3, and 6-7a, NKJV
Watchman, what of the night?
Are there signs of His return?
Tell me, when is He coming?
Will it be soon? Will it be soon?
Those are the words of the beginning of a song I first heard many years ago. When
I read Isaiah 62, I immediately thought of those words. Watchmen not only
heralded the coming of enemies, but also the coming of the king. We are called by
God to look at the signs of the time so that we will not be surprised when He
comes again.
Christ's coming will not be a secret! For Zion's sake I will not hold my peace. As
Christians we are called to be spiritual watchmen, who never hold our peace. You
who make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He
establishes and till He makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Do not be overcome
by the world, by the things which go on around you. These things will surely have
their end, and at Christ's return all men will bow the knee to Him and give Him
glory.
I love verse 3 shown above,
You shall also be a crown of glory
In the hand of the LORD,
And a royal diadem
In the hand of your God .
There is your calling as a true believer! That verse is not just fulfilled when we
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reach Glory, that verse applies to us right now as well. We, as Christians are
spiritual watchmen, are a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and are a royal
diadem in the hand of our God.
What will we do with the crown of glory God gives to us in Heaven? We will cast
it at Christ's feet; He, alone, is worthy to be praised.
Watchman, what of the night?
Are there signs of His return?
Tell me, when is He coming?
Will it be soon? Will it be soon?
Yes, praise God, it will be soon!

Do you find yourself asking, why do my prayers go unanswered? Let us take some
time to see what the Bible says about prayer, and some specific times when a
prayer was answered.

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
James 5:17

Answered Prayers
free devotionals from Devotional Reflections from the Bible
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July 29
A Memorial of Her

3And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there
came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious;
and she brake the box, and poured it on his head.
4And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why
was this waste of the ointment made?
5For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been
given to the poor. And they murmured against her.
6And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good
work on me.
7For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them
good: but me ye have not always.
8She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the
burying.
9Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout
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the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial
of her.
Mark 14:6, King James Version

I find it quite interesting that Jesus chose to memorialize this woman, Mary the
sister of Martha. As a matter of fact, this particular occurrence is also recorded in
Matthew 26:6-13 and John 12:1-7. What are we to learn about Mary anointing
Jesus with spikenard (a fragrant oil from the root of a plant of the ginseng family)?
Never take lightly, in both your prayer life and in your daily living, the importance
of praising and honoring God. Take some quiet time alone just meditating on God
and on His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Though it is a song we usually sing at
Christmas, "O Come All Ye Faithful" is a song we should sing all year long. Look
at the words of verse 3:
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above;
Glory to God in the highest.
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
All the citizens of heaven adore Him, and so must we!
In my own personal experience these times of adoration are often what draw me
closest to Christ.
Though it was just another dinner to the people at the house of Simon the leper,
God used Mary to anoint Jesus for His burial.
Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the
whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.
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July 30
They Seek a Country

13These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
14For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
15And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came
out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.
16But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
Hebrews 11:13, KJV
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Tucked right in the middle of Hebrews 11 are these four verses; I chose to end the
study of Hebrews 11 with them because they really express the theme of the entire
chapter. Which country do you seek?
I often think of this saying:
He is so heavenly minded that he is of no earthly good.
Is that really possible? What does it mean to be of earthly good? The only good on
this earth is the goodness of God in providing a Redeemer who paid the most
costly price possible that He might gain a people for Himself. Therefore, the only
good you can do for this earth, as a Christian, is to proclaim the name of Christ in
all of your thoughts, your words, and your deeds.
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar
off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country. This is so profoundly simple that we miss it!
Who is the object of our faith? Christ. What do we truly seek? A better country; a
perfect world. God is preparing a world for us that will not be tarnished in any way
by the sin which has polluted this world. Even the plants and animals here are
affected by the sin of man. That will not be so in the new earth.
Pray today that you will not live as though this world is all there is, but rather that
you will seek a better country!
(The entire series from Hebrews 11, "The Lonely Road of Faith," can be found on
my website, Devotional Reflections from the Bible.)

Do You Know Something About Anything?
A Hobby? A Passion? Any Interests? Experience?

Use SBI to make your passion sell!
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July 31
Faith of Faith

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14
For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is
no transgression.
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring" not only to the adherent of the law but
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17
as it is written, 'I have made you the father of many nations’” in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should
become the father of many nations, as he had been told, "So shall your offspring
be." 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was
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as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered
the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his
faith was "accounted to him as righteousness." 23 But the words "it was
counted to him" were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will
be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25
who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.
Romans 4:13-25, KJV
What is the faith of faith? Why does it matter to us in the 21st century?
The example shown above is that of Abraham having faith that God would give
him a son, even though he had reached the age of 100, and Sarah, his wife, at 90
was past the age of child bearing. We are told that Abraham did not weaken in his
faith, no distrust made him waiver concerning the promise of God, and being
convinced that God would do as He promised, he continually gave glory to God.
Verse 22 continues, That is why his faith was accounted to him as righteousness.
Though Abraham's faith was remarkable, it is not the only reason that Paul used
this example in Romans 4. The missionary, Paul, was explaining the true meaning
of faith to the unbelievers in Rome. It is not those who obey the Law of God
perfectly who are granted salvation because no one (except Christ) can keep the
Law perfectly.
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring [all believers] . . . to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations” in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Here is the key to this passage, But the words "it was counted to him" were not
written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in
him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification.
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There it is, the faith of faith, which is simple and yet profound! What does it take
to become a Christian? Faith! Faith in Christ who died for our sins and was raised
by God for our justification.
If it is that simple, why are there so few Christians in the world? The answer is
faith. Hebrews 11:6 says, But without faith it is impossible to please him [God].
Those without faith are blind; seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear.
Pray today that God would grant to you the faith of faith.
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