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But I have calmed and quieted my soul.
Psalm 131:2a
The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Psalm 138:8
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.
I awake, and I am still with you.
Psalm 139:4-6 & 17-18
I stretch out my hands to you;
my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Psalm 143:6
Blessed are the people to whom such blessings fall!
Blessed are the people whose God is the Lord!
Psalm 144:15
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.http://www.devotional-reflections-fromthe-bible.com/

16 You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
Psalm 145:14-18
You Hem Me In
When we think of the phrase, you hem me in, we usually think of it in a negative connotation. But when David used this expression regarding God, what was his reaction?
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
Often we are like a toddler who is ready to run and discover his surroundings; for his
safety we put him in a playpen or use a gate at the door. Does he like it? Usually it takes
quite a few crying spells before he finally accepts his "hemmed-in" state.
Take the time to read the verses printed above; better yet, get your Bible out and read all
of the chapters assigned for today's reading. We just think we control our own lives and
our own destinies!
David knew better; rather than complaining, he was filled with praise and thanksgiving.
David longed for God.
My soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Reread the words above from Psalm 145.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand;
you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways
and kind in all his works.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.
Meditate on that today and as you go about your daily activities, and take some time to
praise God and say in praise and awe, You hem me in.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Please visit us at The Christian Success Institute
Or at Linda’s Blog




21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and
Sidon.
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to
Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed."
23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, "Send her away, for she cries out after us."
24 But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel."
25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"
26 But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread
and throw it to the little dogs."
27 And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which
fall from their masters' table."
28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let
it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very
hour.
Matthew 15:21-28
The story of the faith of the Canaanite woman is really rather remarkable. It was one
of the first signs that Christ came for more than just the Israelites. As we follow the
conversation between Jesus and the woman we are amazed at the woman's faith.
Here is a Canaanite woman who readily puts her faith in Christ when most of the
Jews would not.
We first find her approaching the Lord when he was on his way the area of Tyre and
Sidon with His disciples. The disciples quickly became annoyed with her continual
crying out to Christ on behalf of her demon-possessed daughter, and implored Jesus

to send her away. Jesus, the Great Teacher, had another lesson to teach His disciples.
Finally the Lord responded to the woman by telling her that He was only sent to the
house of Israel. What faith she had in Christ; she compared herself to the dogs who
lick up the crumbs from under the table. Here is the whole house of Israel hearing
the amazing teaching of the Lord, and yet so few responded. Then, here is a Canaanite woman, calling upon the Lord in faith after only picking up the "crumbs" of the
gospel that reach her.
Sometimes we find ourselves looking upon people and thinking of one as being more
"savable" than another based upon what we see and know of that person. Salvation,
however, is a miraculous event that God brings upon the heart of man. Many times
the people we least expect become true believers while others who we are sure
would have responded, remain unbelievers all of their lives.
As believers, God sends us out into the world to be "living Bibles" to all of the unbelievers around us. Remember the faith of the Canaanite Woman and pray for all of
those you come in contact with throughout the day. Pray that God would give you
the grace to be a living Bible to each of them; don't think of any of them as unsavable. We look on the outward appearance, but God looks upon the heart.
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Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish
Passover Feast was near.
When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" He asked this
only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for
each one to have a bite!"
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, "Here is a
boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go
among so many? . . . Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same
with the fish.
John 6:1-9 and 11
In John 6 we see another example of being tested by God. This time Jesus was testing His disciples; unfortunately, even though they had seen him do miracle after
miracle, they still failed the test. Do you think we would have been any different?
Would we have passed this test?
Sometimes, like the disciples we are so caught up in life that we put walls of impossibility all around us. We profess to have faith in God, and yet many times we are the
first to admit defeat. God, however, still can work within the bounds of our unbelief
to show us who He is. He is God; He does not run His train on our tracks.
In Proverbs 21:1, the Bible tells us, The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he
directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. God works in the hearts of men
and women; what may seem impossible to us is possible to God. We can, and
should, make plans for our lives, but we must understand that in the end what really
happens is planned by God.
Knowing this helps us to be flexible in our planning; our concerns are based on the
here and now. God's plans, however, are based upon eternity, and include everyone
around us, even people we don't even know. It is not in our natures to put our trust
in someone else, including God. Only by having our hearts changed by Christ, and

being taught by the Holy Spirit do we begin to understand what it means to trust
God. Be assured, God will send many tests our way; in the end we will thank Him for
it.
Pray today that when you are tested by God, you will put all of your faith and trust in
Him. If you fail the test, pray for grace to pass the next one. God is so good!
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11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep.” John 10:11
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 4 Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head
with oil; my cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Psalm 23
Who is Christ? Christ is the Shepherd.
Notice the Bible passages above; in John 10, Jesus is making a proclamation, telling
us that He is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep. In Psalm 23,
the Psalmist says that the LORD is MY shepherd. Christ is the Shepherd, and Christians who have gone to Christ for forgiveness for their sins are the sheep.
What does it mean that Christ is the Shepherd? Why is this important for Christians?
What does a Shepherd do for the sheep? A shepherd cares for the sheep. When the
sheep are sick he nurses them back to health, when they wander away he goes and
finds them, he takes them to good pastureland to feed, he makes sure they have water to drink, and he uses his rod and staff to discipline them for their own protection.
A shepherd also protects his sheep; sheep are extremely vulnerable. If they happen
to roll over onto their back, they will die unless someone comes and rolls them back
onto their feet. They also have no defense against their predators: lions, bears,
wolves, etc. Unless their shepherd is close by to protect them, they will die when
their enemies enter their flock.
Christ does all of these same things for His sheep! He never leaves or forsakes them,
but is constantly watching over them 24/7. Christians can completely trust in Him;
even when going through the valley of the shadow of death, He is right there beside
them. Because of that goodness and mercy follow them all the days of their life, and
they will dwell in His house forevermore!
Who is Christ? Christ is the Shepherd. What an awesome Shepherd we have!




I will establish his line forever, his throne as long as the heavens endure.
Psalm 89:29
In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.
Daniel 2:44
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house
of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.
Luke 1:32-33
Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive
a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 1:10-11
God's kingdom is an Eternal Kingdom. Eternity is a hard concept to grasp; we are
such creatures of time; everything has a beginning and an end. In addition to that,
we live in a war-torn world. Will it ever end?
My husband and I just re-watched the movie, Miss Congeniality. What was it that
every contestant in the beauty pageant wanted? World peace! Another favorite series
of our is the Star Wars movies. The first movie (actually the 4th in the series) ended
so victoriously, but was that the end? No! The victory established in the first movie
was short-lived; soon the Empire was back with another attempt to crush the rebellion.
In the face of continual world conflict, the words of Daniel 2:44 are a refreshing oasis, In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. The ultimate victory
of good over evil will not come at the hands of men, but rather at the hands of God.
This victory will be eternal.

What is the proper response to such knowledge? What do we need to do? Be all the
more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you
will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:10-11 should be the true life goal for every
person on this earth. This life is so short; in relation to eternity, it is almost nonexistent. Yet, our focus in this short life has eternal implications. Our response to
Christ is the only determining factor; our faith is in God alone who is able to save us
and keep us for eternity.
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I have put my words in your mouth and covered you with the shadow of my
hands who set the heavens in place, who laid the foundations of the earth,
and who say to Zion, "You are my people."
Isaiah 51:16
"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him” but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among
men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. We
have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that
we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak,
not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit,
expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he
himself is not subject to any man's judgment: "For who has known the mind
of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 2:9-16
In the Word of God we find the promises of Divine inspiration. But what does that
mean, and how does that affect us? Several passages of Scripture deal with divine
inspiration, two of which are shown above, one from the Old Testament and one
from the New Testament.
Isaiah 51:16 tell us, I have put my words in your mouth and covered you with the
shadow of my hand. How amazing is that? This God who set the heavens in place
and laid the foundations of the earth, puts His words in the mouth of His children and
covers them with the shadow of His hand. There is no greater security for the Christian that knowing you are always kept in the shadow of God's hand. As we share
Christ with others, God will put the words in our mouths that they need to hear.
How is this possible? Read 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 shown above. When we become
Christians, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell within us. We cannot even conceive of such
a marvelous God! The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For

who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him?
You know what you are thinking, but how many others know your thoughts? A person can tell you that they love you, but only they know the real depths of their own
heart. But God knows all of the thoughts and intents of our hearts. In the same way
no one knows the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of God; this is the same Spirit
that dwells within us, teaching us the very thoughts of God.
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they
are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he
himself is not subject to any man's judgment: "For who has known the mind of the
Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ. This portions of 1
Corinthians says it all! Christians think and act differently than people who do not
have the Holy Spirit within them. The Bible is foolishness to them; the Christian is
not subject to any man's judgment, but only to God's judgment. As a matter of fact,
1 Corinthians 2:16 tells us that we have the mind of Christ!
The Bible is a Spiritual Book with promises of Divine Inspiration; only the true Christian can understand the depths of God's Spirit as expressed to us in God's Word.
Does that amaze you? It should. What a great and marvelous God we have.
Go to Christ; He alone can save you and put His Spirit within you.
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O You who hear prayer, to You all flesh will come.
Psalm 65:2
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.
Psalm 145:18
Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twentyfour elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.
Revelation 5:8
Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was
given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the
golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand.
Revelation 8:3-4
Why pray? What benefit do we gain from prayer? What benefit does God gain from
our prayers? After all, God is sovereign, He already knows the beginning and the
end, and our prayers won't change that, will they? These are some of the most common questions people have about prayer.
Through prayer we understand our utter dependence upon God, and we learn to fellowship with Him - to speak to Him "face to face." Our prayers to God are precious;
God keeps them bottled in golden bowls of incense which will one day ascend before
Him.
For so many, it is hard in the daily rush of life to find time for prayer, other than
quick prayers at meal times. What a tragedy for the Christian; I know of no greater
way to strengthen my faith than to simply fall before God in prayer. It was so important to Daniel, that he took time out from his daily activities three times each day (I
doubt if he was just praying before his meals!) With prayer comes the great peace
that passes all understanding; the ability to simply lay all of our burdens upon Christ,
who gladly carries them for us.
Little did I know that I would need that great peace and confidence in God to face
the trials he has sent to my family for several months now. If I listed them all, you
would think I was making it up. God often takes us through great valleys to teach us
that nothing (nothing!) matters but Christ; He is all we need! I'm a very slow
learner! It is really hard to let go of everything; and yet, the more I let go, the
greater the peace that fills my heart and soul.

God loves us so much that He bottles up our prayers - turns them into fragrant incense! Just think of that! Do our prayers matter to God? Does He really hear us when
we pray? He not only hears our prayers but keeps a permanent record of them. God
always answers prayer - we may not ever understand or realize His answer, but
make no mistake, God answers prayer as He guides His Saints to His kingdom. While
on earth, He never lets go.
Pray to God today! Fill up those bowls of incense with prayers of praise and thanksgiving to Him. What an awesome God we have!
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Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.
Daniel 12:3
The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each
will be rewarded according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
1 Corinthians 3:8-9
Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain.
1 Corinthians 15:58
But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it, he will be blessed in
what he does.
James 1:25
Promises to God's Workers are woven throughout the entire Bible. Sometimes we
have the misconception that only full-time Christian workers have the responsibility
to spread God's Word to others. The above four verses show that this is not true.
I love the imagery in Daniel 12:3; God's workers will shine like the brightness of the
heavens . . . like the stars forever and ever. What a wonderful reminder that God's
people are in the world, but not of the world.
In 1 Corinthians 3:8-9 we are shown that all of God's workers are blessed no matter
what part they play in the process of sharing the Gospel to others. If God uses us to
bring others to Christ, we are not to think of that as another notch in our belt. We
must understand that God uses many people to bring a person to Christ; it is God's
work not ours.
Does 1 Corinthians 15:58 mean that every Christian should give up their current job
and become a pastor, a teacher, or a missionary? That certainly is not God's intention at all; wherever you are, whatever you do, you are to live your life while faithfully serving God. Everything we say and do should show our Christ-like character as

we pray, by God's grace, to be obedient to His word.
That is exactly the message given to us in James 1:25! It is a great wonder that God
chooses such weak and foolish people as ourselves to spread the Gospel to others.
Do you find yourself failing at every corner of the road you are on? Pray for help from
God; it is not necessary that you become preachy to everyone around you. Pray, instead, that you will live your life in a manner that is obedient to the Bible. Treat
those around you with respect because, like you, they were made in the image of
God.
We will never know until we reach the gates of Heaven how God used our life to
bring others to Him. Included in the promises to God's workers is the promise that
we will receive the crown of life when we reach heaven. But will we keep it? No, we
will cast our crowns at the feet of Christ, because everything we have accomplished
is by and through His power alone.
Remember the promises to God's workers, and
Work for the night is coming
When man's work is done!
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7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving
honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.
1 Peter 3:7
Peter devoted six verses to the wife, and now, one verse to the husband. However,
he packed a lot into this one verse, concluding with, that your prayers be not hindered.
Again, this passage deals with the relationship between a husband and his wife.
Knowing their preponderant tendency to rule their wives as a superior to an inferior,
Peter compels the men to give honor to their wives, as the weaker vessel.
How is "honor" used in the Bible? We are called to honor God, children are commanded to honor their parents; Joseph was honored by Pharaoh and became the
second in command in all of Egypt.
Here are a few of the definitions of honor from Webster's Dictionary: a : good name
or public esteem : b : a showing of usually merited respect, 2: privilege, 3 : a person
of superior standing, 4 : one whose worth brings respect or fame, 5: an evidence or
symbol of distinction: as a : an exalted title or rank.
How is the woman the weaker vessel? God is in no way implying that the woman is a
lesser being than the man. If God really intended to have men arrogantly rule over
their wives, it seems unusual that He would command the men to give honor to their
wives. God is simply pointing out the difference between the masculinity of men and
the femininity of women. Here is a quote from an article I found on a website entitled, The Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood.
The point of the passages in 1 Peter and Judges is not that women are physically inferior or that they lack strength. To the contrary, women possess considerable
strength -- as any husband will testify after witnessing his wife give birth. The point
is that women possessing true femininity understand that being a weaker vessel
means being submissive and obedient to their husbands' strong leadership.

Acknowledging biblical masculinity and femininity in action proves to be difficult for
both men and women. Nonetheless, the Creator's intent is clear, as is the creation's
responsibility.
There is the true relationship between the husband and wife. The woman submits to
her husband, and the husband honors his wife; they are heirs together of the grace
of life. Why is it so important that each person is obedient to God's order in the family? That your prayers be not hindered.
Pray that God will give you the grace to honor your wife (husbands) and submit to
your husbands (wives) that your prayers be not hindered.
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11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
12Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will
hearken unto you.
13And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all
your heart.
Jeremiah 29:11-13
Again, in Jeremiah 29 God promises to His people, You Shall Seek Me and Find Me.
When we read the Bible and discover a theme which is repeated again and again, we
need to make a special note of it. Because our attitudes for prayer are so important,
we are told again to search for God with all our heart.
What an amazing God we have! He is approachable by us, without an intercessor, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. Actually, we do have an Intercessor; Christ, whose
blood covers our sins, continually intercedes for us before God. Christ has opened a
way for us to directly approach God!
Though often it may not seem true to us, God's thoughts toward His people are of
peace. Pray that God will daily give you the grace to call upon Him for all of your
needs. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will
hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me
with all your heart.
Go to God humbly, with no doubts; remember God's promise to His people, You Shall
Seek Me and Find Me. Go today, and find God!
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12 And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have
heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice.
13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to
devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;
12And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have
heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice.
13If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to
devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;
14If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:12-14
God, in speaking to King Solomon, says, If My People Shall Pray. What does that imply? It implies that God's people are prone to forget to pray! What happens when
disaster strikes; what is the first thing you do? How often I've heard people say, I
just wish there was some way I could help you, but at least I can pray. Prayer is the
most important thing you can do for someone going through difficulties! That does
not mean you should not give them other help and support if you are able, but when
you are praying for people you are giving them the most powerful help and support
possible.
2 Chronicles 7:14 is one of my favorite Bible passages. If my people, which are called
by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.
Do you ever go through a time when it seems as though God does not hear your
prayers; they just seem to bounce off the ceiling. Ponder 2 Chronicles 7:14; consider
the attitudes for prayer shown in this verse. Just being a Christian is not enough!
When you pray, come to God in humility, truly seek His will, and turn from besetting
sins in your life. Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart.
Pray today that God would be gracious to you, and that you would come to God
humbly, truly desiring to obey His will, being willing to set aside sins which so often
tempt you. Remember, if my people shall pray, then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.




8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good
work. 9 As it is written:
" He has dispersed abroad,
He has given to the poor;
His righteousness endures forever."
10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply
and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which
causes thanksgiving through us to God. 12 For the administration of this
service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding
through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of
Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men, 14 and by their
prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace of God in
you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:8-15, NKJV
Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply
the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness. No wonder we
often misunderstand God's many promises of abundance for personal wealth. However, a careful look at this passage again shows us that God is speaking of spiritual
abundance.
Sometimes it is hard for us to understand that there is something much better and
much more secure than personal wealth. God did not put us on this earth to amass
riches for ourselves. We may be rich in worldly goods, and, of course, that is not
wrong, but our specific purpose for being here is not to become independently
wealthy.
God has put us here to glorify Him and to enjoy Him forever. God puts His children in
all walks of life to effectively spread the Gospel to the entire world. Look around! You
will find wonderful, Godly people among the independently wealthy; you will also find

wonderful Godly people among the poor. The best witnesses for Christ are those who
live faithfully before God right where they are.
As you walk, talk, eat, etc. you are a living Bible to those around you (even your
family). I don't know about you, but that scares me. I'm not perfect; many times
people see more of my imperfections rather than a Godly life. Verse 10, above, is a
wonderful encouragement at such times. Now may He who supplies seed to the
sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase
the fruits of your righteousness.
Do you find that your imperfections show more than the Godly spirit within you? Pray
to God, that He will help you; pray, too, for those around you, that God may help
you be a beacon of light to them, showing them the way of salvation in Christ. Look
at verse 8: And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
That is where abundance comes in! God gives us abundant grace that we will have all
things sufficient for every good work He calls us to do. I don't know why God chose
to use the foolish things of this earth [Christians] to spread such an important Gospel
to the world and confound the wise (of this world). But He did!
God will continually supply you with spiritual abundance so that you may give seed to
the sower to spread His Word to all the ends of the earth!
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17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer
walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because
of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19
who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work
all uncleanness with greediness.
20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and
have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to
the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that
you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
Ephesians 4:17-24, NKJV
How are Christians and non-Christians different? What does it mean to become past
feeling?
Paul, when writing to the church at Ephesus, characterizes the difference. Verses 17
- 19 describe the old man (non-Christian), and verses 20 - 24 describe the new man
(Christian). Sometimes, as Christians, the waters get muddied up when we turn back
to the ideals of the world.
Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because
of the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have given themselves over
to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
Do the Gentiles know that they are spiritually blind? No; as a matter of fact, some of
them consider themselves to be Christians. Is their situation hopeless? If they continue to look to themselves and to the world for answers, yes. However, there is always hope in Christ.
But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been
taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

Our salvation is completely given to us by Christ; no work that we do can achieve a
right relationship before God. However, notice that we are told to "put off" the old
man, and to "put on" the new man. As a Christian, we are new in Christ; everything
about us changes! Our heart is no longer blind; we have true hope in Christ. No
longer being alienated from God, our life now has purpose. We know that God puts
us in various places and stations of life to be a testimony for Christ to those around
us.
What a glorious day to be a Christian!
Pray today that your heart would be spiritually alive in Christ, and not past feeling.
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3 Abram fell face down, and God said to him, 4 "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father
of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you,
and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after
you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as
an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will
be their God."
Genesis 17:3-8
What actually transpires in the verses shown above? What does God mean? In reality, we see Abraham adopted by God and being promised a new nation. God makes a
covenant with Abraham promising to bless him and make his descendants as the
sands of the seas and the stars in the skies.
How has God kept that promise to Abraham even to this very day? The Children of
Israel knew that they were Children of Abraham, but they only seemed to understand the physical relationship to Abraham. God was speaking of a spiritual adoption
not only to Abraham, but to all of his spiritual descendants after him.
God reached down and plucked Abraham from Haran and said to him,
"Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I
will show you.

2 "I will make you into a great nation
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you."

In other words, God said, leave your country and your gods behind you because from
this day on I will be your God. I am adopting you as my child.
Think about the significance of that. We are adopted by God to leave this world and
its gods behind us and from this day on to serve and worship only Him. He is our
God and we are His adopted children; our only desire is to please and honor Him by
being obedient to His commands. Whatever your calling in life, as a Christian your
number one calling is to worship and serve God using whatever abilities and talents
He has given you.
Pray today that you will not be a rebellious son or daughter, but that you will love
and serve God, knowing that as a Christian He has adopted you to receive His inheritance forever.
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24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives
the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who
competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run
thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But
I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached
to others, I myself should become disqualified.
1 Corinthians 9:24-27, NKJV
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize?
What about the other competitors? Did they run to win? Did they prepare in much
the same way as the winner? What do they hope to gain for winning? They run for a
perishable crown. In this world, the only kind of crown a person can receive, whether
they excel in business, politics, research, etc. is a crown that perishes.
As Christians, what is the prize that we desire? We desire a spiritual crown that will
last for eternity. How then should we run?
Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air.
But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to
others, I myself should become disqualified.
Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, encourages Christians to discipline themselves
to faithfully live and walk the Christian life. Christians are to pursue Godliness and
growth in their walk with the Lord.
If a runner will so discipline his body for an earthly crown, how much more should
we, as Christians, discipline our lives to live in obedience to God's Word. Remember,
however, that we can not do that in and of ourselves. Christ saved us; Christ keeps
us.
Spend time in prayer every day in fellowship with your Lord and Savior and cry out
to Him to grow you in the knowledge and grace of His Word. Run for the prize! Run
for a spiritual crown that will never perish.




23 So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging,
to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening. 24 And some were persuaded by the things
which were spoken, and some disbelieved. 25 So when they did not agree
among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: "The Holy
Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers, 26 saying,
"Go to this people and say:
' Hearing you will hear, and shall not understand;
And seeing you will see, and not perceive;
27 For the hearts of this people have grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,
So that I should heal them.'" [Isaiah 6:9-10]
28 "Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent
to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!"
Acts 28:23-28 (NKVJ)
Will God's grace be available to all people forever? What happens when God turns
away? In the passage above, Paul has gone to the Jewish leaders, as was his practice, and explained Jesus to them beginning with the Law and the Prophets. His
"sermon" lasted from morning until evening! And some were persuaded by the things
which were spoken, and some disbelieved.
Paul, who was also Jewish, had a great love for his people, desiring that they should
all come to the knowledge of the truth. In frustration at their disbelief, he quotes
Isaiah 6:9-10, shown above. Then look at the sobering words of verse 28, "Therefore
let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and
they will hear it!" Why is this sobering? The implication is that there is a time when
unbelief is so great that God turns away.
In this case, when God turns away from the Jewish people, He sends Paul to the
Gentiles, because they will hear it!

Our world is filled with spiritual blindness; this blindness has even reached into the
church of God. Satan's deceptions are so crafty that even God's very own people
would be deceived without the intervention of Christ. On what are you depending?
Yourself? Even as Christians, we must always remember that it is through the power
of God that we are kept faithful to Him.
Pray today that you are not deceived and that you will never experience a time when
God turns away.
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14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15
from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length
and depth and height€” 19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who
is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21, NKJV
To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God. Now there is a goal which we all need to pursue, day and night,
for the rest of our lives. Just what do we need to do to know the love of Christ and to
be filled with all the fullness of God?
As noted in the last two devotions from 1 Corinthians 2, only true believers (that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith) can ever attain to this goal, and even
they are not able to do it by their own power, but rather through the power of God.
It is God who grants them the strength through His Spirit in their inner man to be
filled with all the fullness of God.
Look at how Paul, in this passage, describes the fullness of God. . . . may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height . .
. . Just think about what Paul is saying. God who is all powerful, all knowing, present
everywhere, existed before time, has no beginning, completely just and sinless (and
the list goes on) grants His children the ability to understand His width, length,
depth, and height! The true believer, therefore, continues to grow in faith his entire
life, growing more and more like Christ until they go to live with Him forever.
Can God do that? Can He really grant that knowledge to us? Look at verse 20. Now
to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, . . . . Is it any wonder that there exists such a
wide gulf between believers and non-believers?

Are you on a fast track, trying to keep up with the world and the things of the world?
Are you a true Christian? If so, you are traveling the wrong road!
Pray today that God will use you in whatever walk of life He has put you. Pray, too,
that your first priority (and only priority) in life would be to grow in the likeness of
Christ until you attain all the fullness of God.
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1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things
above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory.
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.
8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since
you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new
man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him.
Colossians 3:1-10
Old Man, New Man
I could end this devotion right here, because the passage above says it all.
Unfortunately, the moment we become a Christian, we do not become sinless. Our
entire life on this earth will be a life of struggle against our own sins. Yet, we need to
consider, that as a Christian we are now a new man (or woman) in Christ. This is
true because our life is now hidden with Christ in God. Our goal, then, is to seek
righteousness which is from above.
As we read through the list Paul gives in verse 5, we realize that we are no longer
that old man, but have become a new man in Christ. Continuing on to verses 8 - 10,
Paul encourages us to put off:
Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the
new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created
him.

It is important that we understand that it is a natural part of the Christian life to
struggle with these things because our sin nature continues to battle with our spiritual nature. Be patient with other Christians; do not be critical of them, but rather
pray for them when you see such things appear in their lives. Encourage one another
in the faith, knowing that no one will reach complete righteousness until being taken
to live with Christ in Heaven forever.
Pray today that as you ponder, Old Man, New Man, you will seek Christ that you may
become a New Man in Him. Pray also that Christ would help you to be obedient to His
Word by putting away the sins which you were entangled with before becoming a
Christian.
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10 His watchmen are blind,
They are all ignorant;
They are all dumb dogs,
They cannot bark;
Sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.
11 Yes, they are greedy dogs
Which never have enough.
And they are shepherds
Who cannot understand;
They all look to their own way,
Every one for his own gain,
Form his own territory.
12 " Come," one says, "I will bring wine,
And we will fill ourselves with intoxicating drink;
Tomorrow will be as today,
And much more abundant."
Isaiah 56:10-12, NKJV
Do you follow blind watchmen? As Christians you are responsible to God if you follow
the wrong watchman! Who is a watchman? A watchman is one who looks out for
your soul.
We've all seen movies or read stories about the person who sells his/her soul to the
devil. It makes for a great story, but hardly something to take seriously. Right? That
could not be more wrong! Our souls are precious to God; so precious, in fact, that He
sent His only Son to redeem our souls. Apart from Him, our soul is lost for eternity;
sold into sin to Satan.
Isaiah 56:11 holds a very solemn warning to all of us.
Yes, they are greedy dogs
Which never have enough.
And they are shepherds
Who cannot understand;

They all look to their own way,
Every one for his own gain,
From his own territory.
Be careful when choosing a church; make sure that the minister is a true shepherd a wise watchman. Because people become ministers, does that mean that they are
without sin? Does that mean that they are a true believers? God calls His ministers to
watch out for the souls of their congregation.
According to verse 10, for whose well being does a poor watchman look out? They all
look to their own way, every one for his own gain. They are greedy dogs who never
have enough; they do not understand the way of truth. If they can not understand
God, how can they lead others to God?
Are ministers the only watchmen? A watchmen is anyone or anything to whom you
entrust your soul.
Pray today that God will grant you wisdom so that you will not follow blind watchmen. Read and study the Word of God; spend time in fellowship and prayer with God
each day so that you will be able to know the difference between blind watchmen
and those who can see and understand God.
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24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to
the reward.
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and
the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch
them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas
the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.
Hebrews 11:24-29, NKJV
In Hebrews 11, the wonderful "faith" chapter, we read of the faith of Moses who,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing
pleasures of sin, preferred the reproach of Christ, viewing the riches of Christ far
greater than the treasures in Egypt.
Look where that faith took Moses, and look at the profound effect it had on the Children of Israel. I love verse 27, By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. By the way, what happened to
the king and all of his army? By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry
land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.
How short-sighted we tend to be! Like the world, we often do not see Him who is invisible. Even though He may be invisible, does that mean He has no power or doesn't
even exist? That always reminds me of the story of Elisha when the Syrian army surrounded the city of Dothan.
15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an
army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him,
"Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 16 So he answered, "Do not fear, for those
who are with us are more than those who are with them." 17 And Elisha prayed, and
said, "LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD opened the
eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha.
2 Kings 6:15-17, NKJV

Pray today that you will not succumb to the riches of the world, but find yourself
choosing rather the riches of the Kingdom of God. And remember, no matter where
you are, and no matter what your circumstances, you are not alone. You are surrounded by the fiery horses and chariots of God!
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1Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of
my mouth.
2My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the
small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:
3Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our
God.
4He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is he.
5They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children:
they are a perverse and crooked generation.
6Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and established thee?
7Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy
father, and he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee.
8When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he
separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to
the number of the children of Israel.
Deuteronomy 32:1-8, King James Version
Sons of Adam
Even from the time of Adam and Eve, the sin of man was evident when Cain killed
his brother, Abel. God, however, separated a people for Himself through the line of
Adam and Eve's son, Seth. Throughout history, God always maintained a people for
Himself, first through Seth, then the Children of Israel, and then through all believers
who became the Israel of God.
Never forget, that as a child of God you are not a child of the world; you have been
separated unto God. How does God publish the name of the Lord? God accomplishes
His proclamation in verses 1 to 4 through His children here on earth. He has given
each one a purpose for accomplishing this task.
I do not know why God does not save everyone; I do not know why He chose, instead, to save a people for Himself. But, I do know that God is perfect and that everything He does is right! In verse 4 above we read, He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right
is he.

How, then, do you requite (repay) the Lord? Do you live in this world as the ungodly
do? Are you like the children of Israel of whom God said in verse 6, Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought
thee? hath he not made thee, and established thee?
When God separated the Sons of Adam, He established a boundary between His children and the children of this world. Pray, today, that by the grace of God you will live
above the world and not in the world.
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4 Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him who rides on the clouds
”his name is the LORD” and rejoice before him. 5 A father to the fatherless,
a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. . . 19 Praise be to the
LORD, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. 20 Our God is a God
who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death. . . . 32 Sing
to God, O kingdoms of the earth, sing praise to the LORD, 33 to him who
rides the ancient skies above, who thunders with mighty voice. 34 Proclaim
the power of God, whose majesty is over Israel, whose power is in the skies.
35 You are awesome, O God, in your sanctuary; the God of Israel gives
power and strength to his people. Praise be to God!
Psalm 68:4-5, 19-20, and 32-3
What is God really like? What kind of a God do we have? Psalm 68:5 tells us that He
is a father to the fatherless and a defender of widows. Verse 6 says He sets the
lonely in families! (I like the way that is phrased.) He also leads forth the prisoners
with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. He daily bears our burdens (19), and He is a God who saves (20). He rides the ancient skies above and
thunders with a mighty voice (33); His power is in the skies.(34) God is awesome;
the God of Israel gives power and strength to His people (35).
When I was a child I was afraid of thunder and lightening. One stormy night, however, my sister and I lay at the foot of our beds and watched the lightning strike
again and again, and listened to the constant booming of the thunder. Right then,
even as a small child, I knew I would never be afraid of thunder and lightening again,
because as I watched the storms roll and twist, I knew that I was looking right at
God's power being manifest in the storm! Every bolt of lightening was ordered by His
command; every crack of thunder echoed His mighty voice. Here was something
man could not do; he was helpless before the face of God.
Just think of what a mighty God we have! He rules over the skies and seas; He
dwells among the mountain grandeur, and yet, He is never too busy to meet our
needs. He is a father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, and he even sets the
lonely in families! He rules the heavens and earth, and yet knows when a single hair
falls from our head.
Pray today that you would live this day in praise to such a Majestic and yet Personal
God who is right there beside you no matter what you are doing.




5By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not
found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had
this testimony, that he pleased God.
6But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.
Hebrews 11:5-6, King James Version
18And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch:
19And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons
and daughters:
20And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he
died. 21And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:
22And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred
years, and begat sons and daughters:
23And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
24And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
Genesis 5:18-24, King James Version
By Faith Enoch
Genesis 5, in the list of the genealogy of Adam, gives us the account of Enoch. Enoch
lived upon this earth for 430 years when God translated him to Heaven. He did not
follow the normal course of life on this earth which ends in death.
By faith . . . Enoch pleased God. What a simple message! Only by faith can we truly
please God; there is nothing we can say or do apart from faith in God that will please
Him.
Not much is usually said about Enoch because we know so little about him. The Bible
devotes several chapters of Genesis to the story of Abraham, the father of our faith,
Yet, God did not translate Abraham to heaven. Why Enoch?
We will never know until we reach heaven when all things will be made known to us.
Because God includes Enoch's story, it is good for us to reflect on the only thing that
was important to note in the life of Enoch: his faith.
What will be reported about you when you leave this earth? How much of that report
has eternal significance? Will your faith be part of that report? In your busy daily life,
how much of what you do is really important to God? God looks on the heart, not on
the outward appearance as men do.

Pray that God will bless you and increase your faith and understanding until nothing
is more important to you in this life than your faith in God. God may not translate
you as He did Enoch, but only through true faith in Him will you be brought to Glory
to live forever with Christ.
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14 Hear this, O Job;
stop and consider the wondrous works of God.
15 Do you know how God lays his command upon them
and causes the lightning of his cloud to shine?
16 Do you know the balancings of the clouds,
the wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge,
7 you whose garments are hot
when the earth is still because of the south wind?
18 Can you, like him, spread out the skies,
hard as a cast metal mirror?
19 Teach us what we shall say to him;
we cannot draw up our case because of darkness.
20 Shall it be told him that I would speak?
Did a man ever wish that he would be swallowed up?
21 And now no one looks on the light
when it is bright in the skies,
when the wind has passed and cleared them.
22 Out of the north comes golden splendor;
God is clothed with awesome majesty.
23 The Almighty we cannot find him;
he is great in power;
justice and abundant righteousness he will not violate.
24 Therefore men fear him;
he does not regard any who are wise in their own conceit.
Job 37:14-24
Elihu ends his lengthy discourse with the words shown above, proclaiming the Majesty of the Almighty. Job's three friends became more and more indignant against
Job, and Job became more and more self righteous. But, it is Elihu who ends with the
Majesty of God.
22 Out of the north comes golden splendor;
God is clothed with awesome majesty.
23 The Almighty we cannot find him;
he is great in power;
justice and abundant righteousness he will not violate.

No matter what happens in our day to day life, whether it be good or bad, we must
always come to the same conclusion. O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name
in all the earth! Psalm 8:9
God's ways are not our ways; there is no possible way that we can truly comprehend
God and how He works among His people. Job's three friends could not comprehend
this, Job could not comprehend this, and even Elihu could not comprehend this.
In faith, we trust and know that God is righteous and that everything He does brings
glory to Him and advances His kingdom on this earth. Everything we experience,
from birth to death glorifies Him, and bring us, His people, closer and closer to that
glorious day when we shall be made perfect in His righteousness and dwell with Him
forever.
Praise God for the Majesty of the Almighty!
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7 These are the days of the years of Abraham's life, 175 years. 8 Abraham
breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years,
and was gathered to his people. . . . 11 After the death of Abraham, God
blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at Beer-la-hai-roi.
19 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered
Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddam-aram, the sister of Laban the
Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his
wife conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her, and she said,
"Why is it thus, why is this happening to me?" So she went to inquire of the
Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her,
"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be
divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the
younger."
24 When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in
her womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they
called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.
29 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he
was exhausted. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of that red
stew, for I am exhausted!" (Therefore his name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob
said, "Sell me your birthright now." 32 Esau said, "I am about to die; of
what use is a birthright to me?" 33 Jacob said, "Swear to me now." So he
swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau
bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.
Genesis 25:7-8, 11, 19-26, & 29-34
1 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in

the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 And the Lord appeared to him and said, "Do not go down to Egypt;
dwell in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will
be with you and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring I will give all
these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to
your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my
charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws."
Genesis 26:1-5
God always keeps His promises; in today's reading we see that the covenant is sustained through Isaac. Like Sarah, Rebekah was barren; Isaac beseeched God on her
behalf and God answered his prayer. When she became pregnant with twins, the
twins wrestled in her womb. When she went to inquire of the Lord, how did He answer her?
"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger."
Who are these two nations? Even today, these two nations are at war with one another as the descendants of Jacob (Israel) and the descendants of Esau (the Arab nations) continue to battle for the rights to the Holy Land. We know from Bible prophecy that these two nations will continue to struggle until the time when our Lord returns.
Esau was the firstborn, so the right to the property would normally belong to him.
But, while Rebekah was pregnant with the twins, God proclaimed, The older shall
serve the younger.
Look at the verses from Genesis 25 shown above. Esau came in from the field exhausted and hungry to find that Jacob had prepared a wonderful red stew. When he
asked for some stew, Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright now."
How did Esau respond?
Esau said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?" 33 Jacob said,
"Swear to me now." So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.
Isn't it amazing how God works among men to do His will?
So what does this all mean to us today? Just as we read of the covenant sustained
through Isaac and then Jacob, we know that God lives and works among His people
today. As children of God, we can take hold of all of His promises found in the Bible
and know that they are just as true for us today as they were for Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

Remember as you go about this day, that God is continuing to fulfill His purpose
among men through His children. Pray that you will look above your individual circumstances and see the plan of God unfold in the world around you. Look above to
Christ, and look forward to the time when, as His child, you will dwell with Him forevermore.
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The Lord called to him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to
the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 You yourselves have seen
what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and
brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.
Exodus 19:3b-6a
The Ten Commandments
1 And God spoke all these words, saying,
2 "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery.
3 You shall have no other gods before me.
4 You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them,
for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,
6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep
my commandments.
7 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and
do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God.
On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your
male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner
who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the
land that the Lord your God is giving you.
13 You shall not murder.
14 You shall not commit adultery.
15 You shall not steal.

16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17 You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's."
Exodus 20:1-17
I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Is there any doubt that the
safety and protection the Israelites experienced since they left Egypt was from the
hand of God? That same safety and protection is given to us, as children of God, today. But, God did not end there; He gave them a set of commandments by which to
live and serve Him. These commandments are outlined in the Ten Commandments
shown above.
Many in our country are trying to remove any public display of the Ten Commandments. Now tell me, as you read through the commandments above, which of the
laws shown above would be a threat to our nation or government?
Remember, we are part of a war that has been going on since the beginning of time.
Satan tries to systematically destroy any evidence of God's Word wherever he can.
As you look at the state of the United States today, and indeed, many countries in
the world, what benefit has been gained from no longer following the commandments of God?
Satan breeds sin and discord, and those who follow him do not want to be reminded
of their sin. As a matter of fact, they are working hard to create a society where
adultery, lying, stealing, coveting, etc. is no longer a sin; it is, rather, an acceptable
way of life.
As Christians, we must pray earnestly that by God's grace we will not be caught up in
the pleasures of this world, but would, instead, be ruled and guided by the laws of
God. As God promised, we, too, will be born on eagles' wings.
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1 And the people complained in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes, and when the Lord heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the
Lord burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp.
4 Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept again and said, "Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 We
remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the
melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6 But now our strength is dried
up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at."
Numbers 11:1 and 4-6
1 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And they
said, "Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken
through us also?" And the Lord heard it. 3 Now the man Moses was very
meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4 And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, "Come out, you
three, to the tent of meeting." And the three of them came out. 5 And the
Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and
called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 6 And he said, "Hear
my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord make myself known
to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my servant
Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth,
clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then
were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"
Numbers 12:1-8
Complain, Complain, Complain
It was just one of those days for Moses! It seemed as though everyone in the camp
was complaining--even Aaron and Miriam. First the people complained about all of
their misfortunes, then some rose up among the people and complained because
there was no meat to eat, and last of Aaron and Miriam complained because they
were jealous of Moses' leadership.
God was not happy with the people, and neither was Moses, who helplessly stood be-

fore the Lord saying,
"Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found favor in
your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12 Did I
conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to me, ‘Carry
them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a nursing child,' to the land that
you swore to give their fathers? 13 Where am I to get meat to give to all
this people? For they weep before me and say, "Give us meat, that we may eat."
14 I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy
for me. 15 If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor
in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.
Numbers
11:11-15
When I complain about things, my husband often gently reminds me that I am really
complaining against God, Himself. Think about the truth of that. Think of the greatness of God who stoops to each of us helping us carry our load and keeping us from
danger. Is it really all right to complain against Him?
God was angry with the people, and though he answered their prayer for meat, He
also sent a plague among them. However, God was not angry with Moses because
Moses spoke the truth; the people really were too heavy a burden for one man to
carry. God answered that prayer by providing 70 men to assist Moses, putting the
Spirit of the Lord upon them.
Do you think the complaining of Miriam and Aaron had something to do with this? Do
you think they thought the Lord should have appointed them to assist Moses, or even
take over his leadership? Read again the words that the Lord spoke to Miriam and
Aaron,
"Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord make myself
known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my
servant Moses. He is faithful in all my house. 8 With him I speak mouth to
mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why
then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?"
I think the key to these two chapters is summed up by the Lord in the last sentence
of verse 8. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?
Pray for God's grace that He will be close to you and guide you this day, and keep
you from complaining, knowing that all of your complaints are really against Him.




1 "At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. 2 And this is
the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to
his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the
Lord's release has been proclaimed. 3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but
whatever of yours is with your brother your hand shall release. 4 But there
will be no poor among you; for the Lord will bless you in the land that the
Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess 5 if only you will
strictly obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today. 6 For the Lord your God will bless
you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall
not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule
over you.
Deuteronomy 15:1-6
Release from Debts
Do you ever look around you and wonder how life became so complex? Why do we
see so many people who are buried in debt? It is interesting to note that God built in
plans for the nation of Israel to keep the people from becoming hopelessly in debt.
Every seven years everyone from the nation of Israel was to be released from all of
their debts. Whatever the lender took from the borrower for security had to be returned to its original owner. Think of what that meant to both the borrower and the
lender.
The lender would be very careful not to loan more than the borrower could pay back
by the seventh year; the borrower would not be allowed to borrow more than he
could pay back by the seventh year. What a marvelous plan for the economy of the
country! No one could become hopelessly in debt!
What did God promise for obedience to this command?
The Lord your God will bless you, as he promised you, and you shall lend to many
nations, but you shall not borrow, and you shall rule over many nations, but they
shall not rule over you.
Are we in the USA as wealthy as we seem, or does it just appear that way? Are we so

hopelessly in debt that we will never recover in this lifetime.
This is a very difficult subject to broach; my husband and I have not been as wise in
this area as we should have been. Credit has just been too easy to attain until suddenly the debt load becomes a huge burden. It should not be this way! If we Christians just followed the principles given by God by not taking on any debt that we
could not pay in seven years, how different might out situations be?
How interesting to note that, as Christians, there is not an area of our lives that are
not affected by our beliefs and our resultant obedience to Christ. Even if we find that
we have not been as prudent as we should have been in this area, we still can go to
Christ. Christ is always there for us and ready to aid, no matter what the need. That
doesn't mean He will necessarily send money our way, but He will teach us to live
within our means and not continue in a downward spiral of debt.
Pray today that all areas of your lives, including finances would be wholly submitted
to Christ alone.
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6 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
incline your ear to me; hear my words.
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings.
15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.
Psalm 17:6, 8, & 15
27 . . . "Great is the Lord,
who delights in the welfare of his servant!"
Psalm 35:27b
4 Behold, God is my helper;
the Lord is the upholder of my life.
6 . . . I will give thanks to your name, O Lord, for it is good.
Psalm 54:4 & 6b
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.
4 So I will bless you as long as I live;
in your name I will lift up my hands.
Psalm 63:2-4
Apple of Your Eye
Imagine that, we believers are the apple of God's eye! David certainly understood his
place in God's eyes. As we read through each of the Psalms in today's reading, one
thing is certain, no matter how bleak the situation, as David cried out to God for
help, he never lost confidence in his standing in the sight of God.

Look at all of the positive assertions he made in the portions of the Psalms shown
above.
* You will answer me, O God.
* I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall be satisfied with
your likeness.
* Great is the Lord, who delights in the welfare of his servant.
* Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life.
Remember, these were written by David during some of the darkest moments of his
life. Saul was constantly seeking his life, he did not even know who his enemies
were, and he had no place to flee.
What do we think of God when we are utterly surrounded by the circumstances of
this life with no place to go? Does our confidence hold strong and true as did David's,
or are we prone to doubt God? Are we able to say with David, "I am the apple of
Your eye!"
Ponder that today as the circumstances of life unfold before you. Pray that God will
give you a peace and confidence that no matter what happens, God will be there for
you.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
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2 There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name
was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. 3 And the angel
of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold, you are barren
and have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son.
8 Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord, please let the man of
God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with
the child who will be born." 9 And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and
the angel of God came again to the woman as she sat in the field. But
Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 So the woman ran quickly and
told her husband, "Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me." 11 And Manoah arose and went after his wife and came to
the man and said to him, "Are you the man who spoke to this woman?" And
he said, "I am."
15 Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, "Please let us detain you and prepare a young goat for you." 16 And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, "If
you detain me, I will not eat of your food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the Lord." (For Manoah did not know that he was the
angel of the Lord.) 17 And Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, "What is
your name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you?" 18
And the angel of the Lord said to him, "Why do you ask my name, seeing it
is wonderful?" 19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering,
and offered it on the rock to the Lord, to the one who works wonders, and
Manoah and his wife were watching. 20 And when the flame went up toward
heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord went up in the flame of the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were watching, and they fell on their faces to
the ground.
Judges 13:2-3, 8-11, & 15-20, English Standard Version
Angel of God
In verse 1 of Judges 13 we are told: And the people of Israel again did what was evil
in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the hand of the Philistines for
forty years. This verse ushers in the story of Samson, beginning with the passage

shown above, when the Angel of God visited Manoah and his wife.
First the angel appeared to just Manoah's wife promising her a son. After Manoah
prayed that God would send the visitor again, He answered Manoah's prayer by coming to visit again, this time with both Manoah and his wife. As was the custom,
Manoah offered to prepare a meal; (Manoah did not know that this was the angel of
the LORD).
The angel of God then told Manoah to offer the meat as a sacrifice to God instead;
when Manoah placed the meat upon the fire, the flame went up toward heaven, and
the angel disappeared into the flame. Finally Manoah and his wife realized that this
was a visit from God, and fell on their faces to the ground.
We know from our reading that the angel of God (a theophany-meaning the appearance of God or the LORD as a man) only appeared a few times in the Old Testament.
Most of the times the people involved did not know until the angel had left, that they
had just received a personal visit from God!
I was pondering this as I was praying this morning, and realized that we have the
privilege of having a personal fellowship time with God any time of the day or night.
Like most people, I often rush through my prayer time because I have so many
things on my agenda for the day.
I challenge you to take some time, as you begin your prayer time, just reflecting on
God. Here are some ideas to get you started.
*God is the Creator of the Universe, existing before time began.
*God is eternal; He had no beginning and has no end.
*God is all powerful; nothing is too hard for Him; He can move heaven and earth to
accomplish His will.
*God is never thwarted; His perfect will is being accomplished perfectly.
*God is perfect; He can not look upon even the tiniest of tiny sins.
*God loves His children, enough that He sent His only Son, the Lord Jesus, to come
to this earth as the God-man, to save a people for Himself.
As a Christian, you know that the list goes on and on. How amazing is it that this
wondrous and Holy God desires a personal relationship with the His children! Think
about that as you go about your duties today.
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18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the froward.
19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully.
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take
it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God.
1 Peter 2:18-20
The Apostle Peter brings up a rather pertinent, but difficult subject when he urges
Christians to have patience even in suffering.
Though our country does not permit slavery, we are all servants to someone; as a
matter of fact we are often servants and masters at the same time! At work we are
servants to those over us, and may also be in charge of those under us. In the
home, the parents are the "masters" and the children are the "servants." In other
words, the word "servant" is speaking of all relationships where one person must answer to an authority over them.
When we find that those over us are wise and honest, it is not too difficult to be subject to them; they are easy to respect and honor. However, when the person over us
is froward (habitually disposed to disobedience and opposition [Webster]), the task
of obedience and respect is much more difficult.
Peter explains in this manner: if you have faults and/or do something wrong, do you
expect to be honored because you suffer for your faults or for your wrongdoing? Are
you bringing glory to God by suffering for your own sins?
Did Christ die on the cross because He had sinned? Of course not! Christ had lived a
perfect, sinless life and yet was still condemned to die on the cross. As Christians, we
are often called upon to suffer for things we have not done; if we suffer patiently and

quietly, God is glorified.
Most often, like those around us, we are the first to complain if someone dares to
speak against us or to do anything to us. However, God is only glorified when we suffer in silence without complaining or speaking evil of those who are causing the suffering. Now we are entering the arena that is difficult for the non-Christian to understand. Why wouldn't we stand up for ourselves? Don't we have a right to speak badly
about a person who has treated us wrongly?
God calls His children to live above the world, yet not in the world. Look at your life
through the eyes of God, remembering that He is always right there with you. Many
times He does not answer your prayers immediately because He has a greater good
to accomplish through your suffering.
As Christians, pray that God will give you patience in suffering, remembering that
this world is not your home.
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